INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE

75 YEAR IUBILEE OF THE INSTITUTE OF
ART HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY
12" -~ 14" October 2022

Doiran. Macedonia

BOOK OF PROCEEDINGS

Edited by:
Antonio Jakimovski
Elizabeta Dimitrova

Skopje 2024



INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE

75 Year Jubilee of the Institute of Art History and Archaeology

Publishers:
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje
Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje

For the Publisher:
Prof. d-r Ratko DUEV

Editors:
Prof. d-r Antonio Jakimovski
Prof. d-r Elizabeta Dimitrova

Technical Editing:
Prof. d-r Nikola Minov

Cover:
Antonio Stojanovski



SCIENTIFIC EDITORIAL BOARD:

Prof. Dr. Antonio JAKIMOVSKI (MKD)
Prof. Dr. Elizabeta DIMITROVA (MKD)
Prof. Dr. Viktor LILCIC ADAMS (MKD)
Prof. Dr .Dragi MITREVSKI (MKD)
Prof. Dr. Marjan JOVANOV (MKD)
Prof. Dr. Martina BLECIC KAVUR (SI)
Dr. Ivana OZANIC ROGULJIC (HRV)
Prof. Dr. Adnan BUSULADZIC (BIH)
Prof. Dr. Marija LJUSTINA (SRB)
Prof. Dr. Tosho SPIRIDONOV (BGR)
Dr. Mihailo POPOVIC (AUT)
Prof. Dr. Blagoje GOVEDARICA (DE)
Prof. Dr. Morana CAUSEVIC-BULLY (FRA)
Prof. Dr. Arthur BANKOFF (USA)



PROGRAMME COMMITTEE:

President of the programme committee:

Prof. Dr. Antonio JAKIMOVSKI (MKD)

Members of the programme committee:

Prof. Dr. Viktor LILCIC ADAMS (MKD)
Prof. Dr .Dragi MITREVSKI (MKD)
Prof. Dr. Marjan JOVANOV (MKD)

Prof. Dr. Martina BLECIC KAVUR (SI)

Dr. Ivana OZANIC ROGULJIC (HRV)
Prof. Dr. Adnan BUSULADZIC (BIH)
Prof. Dr. Marija LJUSTINA (SRB)
Dragan RADOVIC (MNE)

Dr. Zana HOXHA (KOS)

Dr. Mihailo POPOVIC (AUT)
Prof. Dr. Tosho SPIRIDONOV (BGR)
Dr. Miguel GALLES MAGRI (ESP)
Prof. Dr. Morana CAUSEVIC-BULLY (FRA)



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:

President of the organizing committee:

Prof. Dr. Elizabeta DIMITROVA

Members of the organizing committee:

Prof. Dr. Antonio JAKIMOVSKI
Prof. Dr. Irena Teodora VESEVSKA
Kiril DENKOVSKI, MA
Prof. Dr. Martina BLECIC KAVUR (SI)

Technical secretary:
Jovana SAVEVSKA

Financial support:
Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje

Municipality of Dojran

Hotela La Terrazza Dojran

LATERRAZZA




KEYNOTE AND PLENARY SPEAKERS:

Prof. Dr. Ratko DUEV
Prof. Dr. Antonio JAKIMOVSKI
Prof. Dr. Viktor LILCIC ADAMS
Prof. ddr. Mitja GUSTIN
Prof. Dr. Martina BLECIC KAVUR
Dr. Aneta GEORGIEVSKA-SHINE
Dr. Miguel GALLES MAGRI



FOREWORD

75 YEAR JUBILEE OF THE
INSTITUTE OF ART HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY

In 2022 we celebrated the 75 jubilee of the research and educational ac-
tivity of the Institute of art history and archaeology, which over the years has
undergone through several different configurations (department, educational
and research unit, institute) and represents one of the earliest constitutive
components of the Faculty of Philosophy, established in 1920. In the beginning
constituted as a research unit (for archaeology and ancient art), yet from 1947
established as an educational institute at the Faculty of Philosophy with its own
curricula, the present-day Institute of art history and archaeology is dedicated
to the education of young professionals from the fields of art history and ar-
chaeology (undergraduate, graduate and doctoral level), creating: researchers,
custodians, terrain investigators, consultants for protection of cultural herit-
age, fine arts critics, essayists, managers of cultural institutions, project man-
agers, organizers of archaeological camps, etc.

In that context and in honour of the 75 jubilee, we organized an interna-
tional conference entitled “Archaeology, artistic creation and legacy - investi-
gation and protection” in the period October, 12th - 14t 2022, in the town of
Dojran (Hotel La Terrazza). The aim of the Conference was the presentation of
the latest research results in the fields of archaeology, art history and protec-
tion of cultural heritage, as well as exchange of ideas and experiences in the
mentioned academic domains among domestic and foreign scholarly authori-
ties in order to construct sustainable awareness of the significance, role and
impact of the cultural legacy in contemporary life.

Respectfully Yours,
President of the President of the
Programme Committee Organizing Committee

Prof. dr. Antonio Jakimovski Prof. dr. Elizabeta Dimitrova
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Toni FILIPOSKI
Mihailo St. POPOVIC

THE EARLY BYZANTINE URBAN APPEARANCE OF
LYCHNID IN THE 5™ AND 6™ CENTURIES

UDK: ??27?72°2???777? Ss. Cvril and Methodius Universitv in Skonie
Facultv of Philosophv in Skonie
tonifilip@fzf.ukim.edu.mk

Austrian Academv of Sciences
Institute for Medieval Research
mihailo.popovic@oeaw.ac.at

Abstract: In the beginning general issues are addressed pertaining to the appearance and
function of the Early Byzantine city. The crucial issue is then analyzed of the continuity or dis-
continuity of the Byzantine city. According to the offered sources and arguments, a predominant
thesis is that of the discontinuity of the Byzantine city and in that context of the city of Lychnid,
too. The phenomenon of discontinuity is largely recognized in the shrinking and narrowing of
the city’s populated area coupled with the disintegration and neglect of the profane and sacral
buildings, the culmination of which was the partial or in many cases full abandonment of the
city. For this collapse of the cities in the Balkans, crucial was the Slavs and the Avars’ successful
invasion, which was also true for the city of Lychnid. According to Malchus, a historian of the
late 5™ century, the city of Lychnid was a stronghold with its own springs of water, which was
an extremely important characteristic for an Early Byzantine city. The city of Lychnid is sur-
prisingly not mentioned in Procopius of Caesarea’s work “On Buildings”. However, in another
work by the same author, Lychnid is mentioned as one of the cities that have been densely pop-
ulated since ancient times. It is also said that it was hit by an earthquake the epicenter of which
was in Epirus (the province of New Epirus) during the reign of Emperor Justinian I (527-565) or
his predecessor, Emperor Justin I (518-527). It is assumed that as a consequence of the earthquake
and the plague that broke out in its aftermath, the population of the city was decimated. In the
end, we take a close appearance at the material remains (archeological findings) of sacral and
profane nature as the best evidence of the intense urban development of Lychnid in the 5" and
6 centuries and its appearance.

Key words: Lychnid, Ohrid, Epirus Nova, Procopius of Caesareas, Malchus of
Philadelphia, Basilicas.
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The Byzantine city in general in the period from the 4th to the 6th century
can roughly be defined as a large settlement with a non-agricultural function
and with a population engaged in the performance of various functions. It is a
compact, often already fortified settlement, with a high density of buildings.
The city was an administrative, economic and cultural center for the sur-
rounding area, which could be of different sizes. In some cases, the city could
have the function of a subcenter, within a wider territory with one or more
subcenters and one main center. Finally, the city could act as an intermediary
between larger urban centers. The defensive character is much less pronoun-
ced than it is the case with the cities after the end of the 6th century.!

In some Roman provinces in the Balkans, such as Macedonia, Achaia, etc.,
where in the first centuries AD there existed a larger number of cities, their
number was significantly reduced already by the 5th century. In contrast to
them, the provinces, within whose borders only a few cities functioned, their
number remained almost the same even in the 5th century.?

The second rule applies precisely to the territory that in the 5th century
constituted the province of Epirus Nova, and which in the first centuries AD
was part of the province of Macedonia. Among the relatively small number of
urban settlements in that area (parts of today’s Western Macedonia) that sur-
vived until the 5th century and later, the city of Lichnid is included.

The problem of the development of the Byzantine city was almost not per-
ceived by the researchers until the 1950s. It was generally assumed and ac-
cepted that the life and character of the city in the Byzantine medieval period
was a natural and uninterrupted extension of the city of Late Antiquity.3

According to the research of J. Russell, the first who in scholarship presen-
ted the thesis of a discontinuity of the Byzantine city was A. P. Kazhdan, ac-
cording to whom the polis in its classical form disappeared in the 7th century,
and when the Byzantine city began to revive from the middle of the 9th cen-
tury, it took on a radically different form. Since the thesis is mainly based on
archaeological and numismatic findings, it has caused an understandable con-
troversy in scholarship due to the fact that it contradicts in certain parts the
already very scarce written sources from that period. Although the discussion
on this issue in scholarship is not over, a significant part of scholars accept for

1]. Koder, The Urban Character of the Early Byzantine Empire: Some Reflections on a Set-
tlement Geographical Approach to the Topic. The 17* International Byzantine Congress Major
Papers (Washington D. C. August 3-8, 1986), Dumbarton Oaks/Georgetown University 1986,
157.

2 Ibidem, 156.

3 Cf. A. Dunn, The Transition from Polis to Kastron in the Balkans (I1I-VII cc.): General and
Regional Perspectives. Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, 18, Birmingham 1994, 60-80,
where a theoretical discussion is offered about the methodological approaches in the at-
tempts to define the changes that took place in the urban settlements. How to contrast two
methodological propositions “the fate of the city” versus “the transition of the polis to a
kastron”.
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the time being the proposed thesis of a sharp break in continuity, that is, the
appearance of discontinuity in the development of the Byzantine city.*

This phenomenon is mainly recognized in the narrowing and reduction of
the inhabited space in the city, accompanied by the collapse and neglect of the
profane and sacred buildings and finally culminating in the partial or in many
cases with the complete abandonment and emigration of the city. This collapse
of the cities in the Balkans was explained by the invasion of the Slavs and Avars,
and in the Eastern Mediterranean it was first considered to be the result of the
Arab conquests, and later it was determined that in fact the decisive influence
in the collapse of the cities, especially in Asia Minor, had the Persian conquests
of the second decade of the VII century. According to the supporters of the
thesis about the interruption of the continuity of the Byzantine city, the cities
were gradually abandoned during the 7th century, and the population moved
to rural areas, where in the imminent case of danger they could find shelter in
buildings in the form of kastra (fortresses) on the hills/elevations and in the
fortress-citadels of the cities that had already been abandoned.> It may be as-
sumed that the city of Lychnid suffered a similar fate, as a direct consequence
of the Slavic incursions, and then their presence. However, many details re-
main unknown about the time and circumstances under which the discontinu-
ity in the development of the city in question occurred.®

In the voluminous work “De Aedificiis” (“On the Buildings”) by the Early
Byzantine author Procopius of Caesarea, we come across incomplete data
when describing and enumerating the newly built and restored cities and fort-
resses in Byzantium during the reign of Emperor Justinian I (527-565). As a mat-
ter of fact, Procopius himself in one passage in his work in some way hedges,
pointing out that Justinian I did so many things, which are not easy to count or
simply to describe.” Considering that the city of Lychnid belonged to the prov-
ince of Epirus Nova, we will focus in the following on exactly that part of the
mentioned work. Apart from a list specifying newly built and rebuilt fortresses

47. Russell, Transformations in the Early Byzantine Urban Life: The Contribution and Li-
mitations of Archaeological Evidence. The 17* International Byzantine Congress Major Papers
(Washington D. C. August 3-8, 1986), Dumbarton Oaks/Georgetown University 1986, 137 and
especially the extensive bibliography of papers dealing with the question of continuity or
discontinuity of the Byzantine city.

5 Ibidem, 137-138.

6 I". BoIIKoBHK (O HeKuM iipobaeMuMa passuilika maitiepujaiHe u gyxosHe KYaiiype u au-
KOBHUX YMelliHOCUU cpeghbez Beka Y MakegoHuju. 300pHUK nocBeTeH Ha Jumue Koro VI-VII
/1967-1974/, Cromje 1975, 81 u footnote 2), although he believes that there is an evident dis-
continuity in urban development, i.e. deurbanisation (from the end of the 6th to the 9th
centuries) in Macedonia caused by devastation and depopulation, for unknown reasons he
singles out Lychnid and Scupi as old towns, where he assumes that the thin thread of urban
life was not completely interrupted.

7 Procopii Caesariensis Opera Omnia (recognovit: lacobus Haury), Volumen III/2, VI Libri
MEPIKTIZMATOZ sive De aedificiis cum duibus indicibus et appendice, Lipsiae in aedibus B. G.
Teubneri 1913, 102-103 (Procopii De aedificiis).
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in the province of Epirus Nova,? there is no earlier source-based textual descrip-
tion of the building activity of Justinian I for that province, which usually de-
scribes the strengthening and rebuilding of cities, as there is for the provincial
cities of Epirus Vetus, Macedonia (Macedonia Prima and Macedonia Secunda),
Thessaly and others. ?

Therefore, it seems easier to understand that the work does not only men-
tion Lychnid, but also other provincial cities like Dyrrhachion (Dra¢, Durrés),
Scampa (Elbasan), Apollonia, Bilis, Pulcheriopolis and Aulon. However, their non-
mentioning in the work of Procopius does not constitute a sufficient argument
to claim that there were no renovations in these cities, especially of the walls
during the time of Justinian I. It should simply be assumed that Procopius
either did not have specific information or failed to report on the construction
efforts that seem to have been performed in the cities of the province of Epirus
Nova.

Although we have pointed out that Lychnid is not directly mentioned in
the work of Procopius, “De Aedificiis”, there is still a very interesting general
fact that refers to the province of Epirus Nova. Describing how the defense
system, which was built and rebuilt with increased intensity during the time of
Justinian I, worked, Procopius especially dwells on the Danube border. Accor-
ding to him, numerous fortresses were built along the banks of the river Da-
nube and military garrisons were placed everywhere with the aim of establish-
ing strict supervision and control of the barbarian incursions. It was supposed
to be the first line of defense, but the lack of human resources appeared as a
problem. After the eventual breakthrough of that line, the plains would remain
undefended, if there was not a second defensive line. In order to ensure indivi-
dual and permanent protection, the landed properties in the border area or
certain buildings were converted into fortresses or used the fortress of the
neighboring land property.° That is, a fortress was built or renovated within a
landed property, which could also be used by the neighboring landed property,
if there was no fortress on its own territory. This hint would not be so signifi-
cant, if it was not further pointed out that in addition to the plains along the
border, this measure of individual and permanent protection was also taken
“in Epirus Nova, as it is called” as well as in Epirus Vetus."!

At first, the reasons for singling out only these two provinces seem really
unclear. As a matter of fact, it is known that all the Balkan provinces were
occupied to a greater or lesser extent by the building and restoring of fortres-
ses. Perhaps the emphasis on the provinces of Epirus Nova and Epirus Vetus
should not be interpreted as accidental, but as an indication that this measure
of defense of all the Balkan provinces was most consistently applied precisely

8 Ibidem, 116-117.

9 Ibidem, 107-108; 112-116.
10 Thidem, 106-107.

1 Tbhidem.
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in these two provinces. The quite large number of erected and restored fortres-
ses as well as other building projects that were undertaken precisely in these
two provinces, speaks in support of that.!?

The written sources about the appearance and in general about the history
of the city of Ohrid until the 6th century are very scarce.”® In the last quarter
of the 5th century (from 474 to 476) Theodoric, leading his Ostrogothic army,
marched probably along the road Via Egnatia from Heraclea Lyncestis to Lych-
nid (Ohrid), but he was not able to conquer the city because it was well fortified,
i.e. it was located in a well-fortified place, and inside it had rich sources of
water and food reserves (cereals) (kai Tpog pév v AvxviSov émeAdnv dmekpovodn £mi
OxvpoD kelpévnv kal Ty®v #vSov AP, Kai oitov TposvdvTog.).

The aforesaid characteristics mentioned by Malchus of Philadelphia, i.e.
the good fortification and the supply of water and food reserves, were un-
doubtedly the primary factors that enabled a Late Antique and, later, medieval

12 Thidem, 106-108; 116-118. In the province of Epirus Nova, according to Procopius, as
many as 32 new fortresses were built and 26 were renovated, or a total of 58 fortresses are
enumerated in the list. Considering the population, size and terrain configuration of the
province of Epirus Nova, this number of newly erected and renovated fortresses is truly im-
pressive. In comparison, in the area of Macedonia, which is far more populated, larger and
with a more favorable terrain configuration than the province of Epirus Nova, a total of 46
fortresses were erected and restored (Procopii De aedificiis, 118-119).

13 Saint Erazmo of Antioch (240-303), also knwon as Saint Erazmo Lihnidski or Ohridski,
spent a significant part of his life in the region of Ohrid (Lucrido) in the second half of the
3rd century (Acta Sanctorum Junii, Tomus Primus, 210. Cf.: J. Mapua Becenu, Cseitiu Epa3zmo
og @opmuja (csetiu Epazmo @opmucku uau Oxpugcku). 300pHUK Ha TpymoBu JIuxuug, 6 /1988/,
Oxpug 1988, 53-67; X. Menocky, Jlse »utuuja Ha csettiu Epasmo Jluxrugcku. 300pHUK Ha TPy-
moBu JIuxuum, 6 /1988/, Oxpuz 1988, 69-86; Angelike Delekare, H emiokomn Avyvidod (-wv) uéxpt
tov 100 awdva. I Amté v iSpuoi) ¢ éwg Tig apyés Tov 60v ardva. Kinpovopia 35/1-2 /2003; published
2005/, 74-78; G. Podskalsky, Theologische Literatur des Mittelalters in Bulgarien und Serbien
865-1459, Miinchen 2000, 23, footnote 83). The bishop Zosim of Ohrid took part, among other
bishops from the province of Macedonia, at the church council of Serdica (today Sofija in
Bulgaria) in 342/43 (Zosimus a Macedonia de Lignedo) (J. D. Mansi, Sacrorum Conciliorum nova
et amplissima collectio, Florenz 1769ff., reprinted Graz 1960-1962, III, 49). On the famous Ta-
bula Peutingeriana the city of Lychnid/Ohrid appears in the Latin form of Lignido (Tabula
Peutingeriana. Codex Vindobonensis 324, Vollstandige Faksimile - Ausgabe im Originalformat,
ed. E. Weber, Graz 1976, Segment VI; cf. on the identification: . MUKyTuMK, AHIWUYKU Zpa-
gosu Bo Maxegoruja. [1pumo3u 3a UCTPa)KyBamkeTO Ha UCTOpHUjaTa Ha Ky/lTypaTa Ha rmodyBaTa
Ha MakenoHuja KH. 8, Ckomje 1999, 101-106; K. Miller, Itineraria Romana. Rémische Reisewege
an der Hand der Tabula Peutingeriana dargestellt. Mit 317 Kartenskizzen und Textbildern, Stutt-
gart 1916, reprinted Roma 1964, 520; ®@. I1amnasoriny, MakegoHcKu Zpagosu Yy pumcko goba, Ku-
Ba AnTuKa-IlocebHa uspatma, Kiura 1, Ckomje 1957, 226-230; Monumenta cartographica Ju-
goslaviae, I. AuTHuKe Kapre, Omabpao u npupenuo: I'. A. [lIkpuBanuh, VICTOPUjCKU UHCTUTYT-
ITocebHa usmatba, K. 17, Beorpap 1974, 53).

14 Malco di Filadelfia. Frammenti. Testo critico, introduzione, traduzione e commen-
tario, ed. Lia Raffaella Cresci (Byzantina et Neo-Hellenica Neapolitana IX), Napoli 1982, 106
(Fragment 18). Also see: The Fragmentary Classicising Historians of the Later Roman Empire
(Eunapius, Olympiodorus, Priscus and Malchus, 11, (Text, Translation and Historiographical
Notes: R. C. Blockley), The Fragmentary Malchos, II, Liverpool 1983, fr. 20, 440-443.
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city not only to survive, but to thrive.”> That is why it is not surprising at all that
the city of Lychnid according of Procopius of Caesarea in his work “Anecdota”
(“Secret History”) was among the cities in the time of Emperor Justinian I or
probably even in the time of his predecessor Emperor Justin I (518-527), which
were densely populated since ancient times. In the following it is reported that
the most densely populated cities, along with Lychnid in Epirus (actually in the
province of Epirus Nova), were affected by an (undated) earthquake.'® Namely,
the author Procopius of Caesarea, a contemporary of Emperor Justinian I, still
found it necessary to mention the city of Lychnid together with the incomplete
name of the province to which it belonged.

It is assumed that as a result of the earthquake and the subsequent out-
break of the plague the population of the city was drastically reduced. The ques-
tion arises whether Lychnid was restored during the reign of Justinian I and/or
later and if so to what extent? The only thing that is certain is that the name of
the city of Lychnid disappeared forever from the historical sources."”

In spite of the absence of data in the work “De Aedificiis”, which would
testify to possible construction activities in Lychnid after the destruction by an
earthquake, it still seems that during the time of Emperor Justinian I certain
construction activities were undertaken in the city. Such a conclusion follows
directly from the results of archaeological research so far. Therefore, the re-
mains of the material culture (5th-6th century) found in Ohrid are the subject
of our scholarly interest in the following.

The last written source from the 6th century, which we would like to men-
tion, is called the “Synecdemus” of Hierocles. In it, the city of Ohrid is named
as polis Lychnidos (Auyvi§dg; also in a variant: AvAiviSog untpémolig) in Epirus No-
va,'® certainly referring to the province of that name.

The Remains of Material Culture

The urban appearance and development of Lychnid in the 5th and 6th cen-
turies can be mainly reconstructed from the remains of the material culture.

15 From the reports of Malchus of Philadelphia we learn that apart from the fact that
the city stretched on the shores of Lake Ohrid, it had rich sources of water inside the city
itself. The data on the supply of the city with food reserves (cereals) indirectly points to the
knowledge that agriculture was significantly developed in the vicinity of the city.

16 Procopije iz Cezareje, Tajna istorija (prevod: A. Vihar; predgovor i komentar: Dr. R.
Radic¢), Beograd 2004, 103. F. Papazoglu (®. ITama3ormny, JluxHug 80 goyHouapcKkuoil iepuog.
Oxpup u OxpuacKo HU3 uctopujata, I, Ckorje 1985, 120, footnote 28) points out that there is
no way to determine in which year Lychnid was destroyed by an earthquake. However, since
it is considered that a large part of the cities listed by Procopius, such as Scupi, Corinth,
Anazarbos, Dyrrhachion and Antioch, suffered from an earthquake during the reign of Em-
peror Justin I, it can be assumed that Lychnid was also affected by the same a natural
element at that time.

7@, [Tamasorny, JIuxHug 8o goyHouapcKkuot tiepuog, 118.

18 Le Synekdémos d’Hiérokles, ed. E. Honigmann (Corpus Bruxellense Historiae Byzanti-
nae, Forma Imperii Byzantini - Fasciculus I), Bruxelles 1939, 20.
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As a matter of fact, it has been established for that period in general that chan-
ges occured in the technique of construction in a quantitative and especially in
a qualitative sense. In other words, much more was built than before, plaster
and other more durable building materials began to be used, and new
techniques were used during construction. Because of that, the buildings in situ
are better preserved, which makes it easier to discover and classify them. In
this respect, the remains of fortification and church buildings stand out.!?

Based on the conducted archaeological research of the area of today’s Oh-
rid, it can be concluded that the city is not an exception, that is, the general
assumptions are confirmed. The most numerous, the most common and the
best preserved are the archaeological finds from the period of the 5th and 6th
centuries.

The Late Antique urban structure of Lychnid, i.e. the “old” part of the city,
called Varos, was, according to V. Bitrakova-Grozdanova, completely surroun-
ded and protected by walls for the first time after the significant expansion of
the city to the South and East precisely in the 4th to 5th centuries. The fortress
walls that are visible today are mostly just an extension of the foundations that
were laid in Antiquity. In fact, it is common for ancient cities with a long
continuity to build new ones over the foundations of the oldest walls or to cover
and coat the existing ones with new masonry techniques. On the Eastern side
of the wall were at that time two entrance gates: the Celna porta and the Dolna
porta.?®

With the upsurge in urban development that marked Lychnid in the Late
Imperial period and in the time of the Early Christianisation, the construction
of Christian basilicas during the 4th, 5th to the beginning of the 6th century
becomes evident. Initially, seven basilicas were identified within the fortified
city.?! The following five basilicas should be added to the aforesaid basilicas: one

19 Y. MURyTUuK, AHWUYKulle zpagosu 8o Makegoruja, 190.

20 B. burpakoBa-I'po3maHoBa, Toulozpagujaitia u ypbaHuowi passoj Ha JluxHugoc. Hctuo-
puja, XXII/II, Ckomje 1986, 258-262; Eadem, JluxHug 8o paHoxpucttiujaHCKuoi depuog u Hezo-
Bollio ypbaHo jagpo. JyouneeH 300pHUK-25 roguHu MuTporonut Tumorej, Oxpum 2006, 259-
260. Cri: B. Maaenko, PaHocpegHosekosHalla mauiepujaiHa kyatiypa so Oxpug u Oxpugcko.
Oxpup 1 Oxpupicko HU3 rctopujaTa, I, Ckorje 1985, 280-281.

21'Two basilicas in the area of Imaret (Plaosnik); one in the street Ilindenska; one beneath
the church Sv. Sofija; one near Gorni Saraj-Cobanovi; one above the Ancient Theatre and one
in the area of Deboj (B. butpakoBa-I'po3gaHoBa, Totiozpacujaitia u ypbarHuoii pa3soj, 258).

The first of the two spacious Early Christian buildings in Imaret (Plaosnik) is known
under the name polyconchal church. Since the church was located in the centre of Lychnid,
it is possible that it was the cathedral church of the bishops of Lychnid. It has been asserted
that the final stage in the erection of this great church took place in the second half of the
5th century (B. BurpakoBa-I'po3maHoBa, ClioMeHuyuilie og Upequcitiopucku U aHWUYKU tepu-
og. Oxpup u OXpusicKo HU3 uctopwujaTta, I, Ckorje 1985, 152-153. IToomniuupHoO 3a TTOJIMKOHXAJT-
HaTa IIpKBa Bujiu: B. butpakoBa-I'po3nanoBa, PaHoxpuciliujaHCKu CUOMEHUUU BO OXPUGCKUOUW
pezuoH, Oxpupg 1975, 22-66; Eadem, CliomeHuyuitie og og Upequcitiopucku U aHU4Ku tiepuog,
145-153).
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in the area between the streets Boro Sain, Hristo Uzunov and Ilindenska as well
as strong indications for the existence of four others in the immediate vicinity
of the churches Sv. Nikola Celnicki, Sv. Jovan Arbanaski, Sv. Nikola Pandonos and
Sv. Nikola Gerakomija.*

In the immediate surroundings of the inner city core of Ohrid it is neces-
sary to mention the basilica at Studencista and the one at Sv. Erazmo, as parti-
cularly important and valuable early Christian basilicas.”

Based on the archaeological research so far, apart from sacral ones, rarer
remains of buildings with a profane character have been found. Parts of four
rooms, which belonged to some kind of monumental building, were discovered
on the street Ilindenska. It is supposed to be a profane building from the Early
Christian period, probably a bishop’s residence.?*

During the systematic excavation of the Ancient Theatre in the area of the
enclosing walls and to the North of them, remains of Late Antique, probably
profane buildings were found.? Necropolises from the 4th to 5th centuries and
later were discovered at the following sites: Deboj; the Northern parts of the
Starata carsija and others.?®

The place and role of Lychnid in the Late Antiquity and Early Christian
periods as a spiritual and cultural center, expressed by the presence of twenty
remains of primarily monumental Early Christian basilicas and other profane

In large archaeological endeavours in 2001, aiming for the excavation of the Church of
Saint Panteleimon, originally built by Saint Kliment of Ohrid, the remains of a large three-
nave Early Christian church were discovered, already located in earlier excavations. The
floors of the basilica are covered with mosaics, which are partially preserved. The mosaic in
the baptistry is best preserved. It is assumed that the Early Christian church was built at the
end of the 5th or the beginning of the 6th century in the context of the remake of the Late
Antique square of Plaosnik (B. butpakoBa-I'po3gaHoBa, JIuXHUg B0 paHOXPUCUUUjaHCKUOW Lie-
puog, 261-263, 266. With renewed archaeological research since 2008 there are strong indi-
cations that the remains of a third Early Christian basilica have been discovered in Imaret
(Plaosnik). However, to confirm such indications further research is desperately needed).

Remains of another three-nave basilica were discovered in the area of Deboj. The buil-
ding was significantly damaged during the Ottoman period. At the same time, two construc-
tion phases of the building with two horizons of mosaics are to be clearly differentiated. In
fact, most of the space was covered with mosaics. It is assumed that the first phase of the
construction dates from the end of the 4th century and/or the first decades of the 5th cen-
tury and that it belongs to the group of so-called burial basilicas. For the second phase, the
transition from the 5th to the 6th century is proposed (B. BurpakoBa-I'po3gaHoBa, CiiomeHu-
yute og upegucliopucku U aHwuuku tepuog, 156; B. Manenko, PaHoxpuciuujaHcku objekiuu
80 Oxpug u Oxpugcko. 360pHUK Ha TpymoBu JTuxauz 7, Oxpup 1989, 7-8).

22 B. ManeHkKo, PaHoxpuctuujaHcku objekiiu, 3 u footnote 4; 9.

25 B. butpakoBa-I'po3ganoBa, CliomeHuyuitie 0g Upeguciiopucku U aHWuYKu uepuog, 153-
157; B. ManeHKo, PaHocpegHoBeKkoBHalla mattiepujaiHa kyawiypa, 288; B. Manenko-I1. Ky3maH,
Xepmeneja. 360pHUK Ha TpymoBu Jluxaug 6, Oxpup 1988, 94-96; B. Manenko, PanoxpuciuujaH-
CKU objekiuu, 6-7.

24 B. ManeHko, PaHoxpuctuujaHcku objekiuu, 10-11.

2> B. ManeHKo, PaHocpegHoseKkoBHallia MattiepujaiHa Kyawiypa, 279.

26 [bidem, 281; 285-286.
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buildings, as well as the power of the bishopric of Lychnid are certainly not
narrowed within its regional borders, but extend well beyond them.?” It seems
that the period from the middle of the 5th to the beginning of the 6th century
was the most intense regarding the cultural and artistic activities in the city of
Lychnid.?® However, it seems that the general trend of urban development in
Lychnid was maintained until the end of the first half of the 6th century, espe-
cially during the time of Emperor Justinian I.

27 B. MajnieHKO, PaHocpegHosekosHatlia mauiepujaita kyauwiypa, 305.
28 B. butpakoBa-I'po3maHoBa, CllomeHuyuitie 0g Upeguciuiopucku U aHiuuku tepuog, 159.



