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TO PUT THE CHURCH ON THE MAP:
EARLY MEDIEVAL ECCLESIASTICAL STRUCTURES
AND TENDENCIES IN THE REGION OF DUKLJA
(6™-11™ CENTURIES)*

Abstract: From Late Antiquity/Early Byzantium to the verge of the First
Crusade, the territory of Praevalitana, later Doclea (Duklja) and Zeta, represent-
ed a cultural landscape of interaction between East and West, the Latin and the
Orthodox Church. The development of ecclesiastical structures and the peculiari-
ties of the denominational interplay in this geopolitical area remain, however, still

* This article represents a scholarly outcome of the project “Beyond East and
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Space and Time (11th-14th Cent.) / HOLDURA” (FWF Austrian Science Fund Inter-
national Project | 4330-G; in cooperation with the DFG German Research Foundation;
https://tib.oeaw.ac.at/subprojects/holdura [April, 11, 2023]). We are indebted to the
FWF Austrian Science Fund and the DFG German Research Foundation for their
funding and support. The paper is a contribution of three authors, Dorota Vargova
being mainly responsible for the analysis of Papal communication with the territory of
Duklja between ca. 1050 and 1087, Branka VraneSevi¢ for the analysis of artistic as-
pects of medieval Dukljan religious monuments as well as artefacts and Mihailo St.
Popovi¢ for the analysis of the Early Medieval history in Duklja, its toponymy and
topography, geospatial concepts and cartographic data embedding and analysis.
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a little-explored issue. This paper analyses this specific cultural and religious in-
terconnection by implementing the following aspects and methods: new interpre-
tational approaches to the toponomastic evidence and written sources, especially
papal letters, digital processing of database-embedded data and its analysis, in-
cluding the designing and application of distribution maps, and artistic interpreta-
tion of on-site monuments. The examination of cultural and geographical features
of medieval Duklja, i.e. churches, monasteries, roads, in combination with the
output from the source study, enable us to shape a new perception of what is re-
garded here as a “Sacred Landscape”.

Keywords: Early Middle Ages, Doclea/Duklja, geospatial concepts, com-
munication routes, toponimy, religious and cultural monuments, papal letters, art
history, digital historical geography, “Sacred Landscape”.

1. Introduction

Hélene Ahrweiler deals in her work with the Roman Oriental cul-
tural background of the Byzantine Empire, which, as she stresses, should
be always perceived simultaneously with the (Oecumenic) Christian faith
as the very foundations of the Byzantine political ideology.® When deal-
ing with the affirmative years of the Christian faith in the city of Constan-
tinople, that is especially in the Theodosian era, she argues in favour of
the strong singularity of the Christian faith and its ultimate binding char-
acter for the population of the “New Rome”: “Dorénavant, est citoyen de
I’Empire romain, celui qui embrasse la vraie foi, établie par les conciles
oecuméniques de Nicée (325) et de Constantinople (381)”.% In this re-
spect, it is interesting to pose the question if the specific landscape of
Duklja has been shaped by the denominational duality — is there a percep-
tion of one “right” faith, to which one should belong in order to be a part
of the Dukljan realm? If so, in what way can this be perceived?

This article is addressing a historical region, which underwent a
remarkable transformation, not only from the viewpoint of political and
military history, but also and especially from the ecclesiastical perspec-
tive. This transformation concerned also the region’s name, since it is
likewise known as Praevalitana/Praebalis, Doklea/Duklja and Zeta, de-
pending on the period of time and the respective written sources.® Re-

! H. AHRWEILER, L’idéologie politique de I’Empire byzantin, L’historien.
Collection dirigée par Roland Mousnier 20, Paris 1975.

2 |BIDEM, 14.

3 For the detailed terminology, see: P. KOMATINA, Identitet Dukljana prema De
administrando imperio, Zbornik radova Vizantoloskog instituta (=ZRVI) 51 (2014)
33-46; IDEM, Konstantin Porfirogenit i rana istorija Juznih Slovena, Beograd 2021,
290-295; A. LoMA, Serbisches und kroatisches Sprachgut bei Konstantin Porphyrog-
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garding the toponym of Duklja, Heinrich Kunstmann has even argued
that it was transferred from today’s Montenegro to the Carpathians, i.e.
from the Southern to the Eastern Slavs. As an example, he highlighted
the pass of Dukla/Duklja between Poland and Slovakia.* In the first half
of the 11th century the Byzantine historian John Scylitzes makes a clear
distinction between Tribalia meaning Duklja and Serbia meaning Serbia
(i.e. Rascia and Bosnia),> while the toponym Zeta is mentioned for the
first time in the work of Kekaumenos in the last quarter of the 11th centu-
ry (gic v Zévtav).®

The working and research hypothesis within our scholarly project
“Beyond East and West: Geocommunicating the Sacred Landscapes of
‘Duklja’ and ‘Raska’ through Space and Time (11th—14th Cent.)” is that
the historic region of Duklja constituted a “Sacred Landscape”, which we
intend to decipher and to communicate to academia as well as to the inter-
ested public with the joint means of historical geography, art history and
geocommunication.” Concerning the concept of “Sacred Landscape” Or-
lando Woods stated that: “Attention therefore needs to be paid to where,
and not just why and how, conversion happens. [...] competing groups
delineate boundaries, and use space for specific, religiously oriented pur-
poses”.® Three main research questions are pursued in the project:

ennetos, ZRVI 38 (1999/2000) 87-161, pp. 95-96; B. NovakoVIC, Duklja u spisu De
administrando imperio, ZRVI 49 (2012) 75-86; V. D. STANKOVIC, Polozaj Dukljanske
episkopije u ranom srednjem veku, Crkvene studije 13 (2016) 15-22; I. STEVOVIC,
Praevalis. Obrazovanje kulturnog prostora kasnoanticke provincije, Podgorica 2014.

4 H. KUNSTMANN, Der Dukla-Name und sein Weg von Montenegro Uber die
Karpaten nach NordwestruBRland, Die Welt der Slawen 34 (1989) 70-88. This theory
was severely opposed by: R. KATICIC, Kunstmannovi lingvisti¢ki dokazi o seobi Slav-
ena s juga na sjever, Starohrvatska prosvjeta 20 (1990) 225-238.

5 P. KOMATINA, Srbija i Duklja u delu Jovana Skilice, ZRVI 49 (2012) 159-186.

6 M. D. SPADARO, Cecaumeno. Raccomandazioni e consigli di un galantuo-
mo (Zrpotnyikov). Testo critico, Hellenica 2, Alessandria 1998, 108. Also cf. V. D.
STANKOVIC, Polozaj Dukljanske episkopije, 15.

7 See also one of the most recent studies on “Sacred Landscapes” in Byzanti-
um with a rich bibliography: A. ViIoNis, Interdisciplinarity in Byzantine Studies. A
Sacred-Landscapes and Digital-Humanities Approach, 24th International Congress
of Byzantine Studies. Proceedings of the Plenary Sessions, eds. E. FIORI— M. TRIZIO,
Venice 2022, 121-140.

8 0. Woobs, The Geographies of Religious Conversion, Progress in Human
Geography 36/4 (2012) 440-456, here 446-448. Cf. on this concept in detail also: C.
BRACE — A. R. BAILEY —D. C. HARVEY, Religion, Place and Space: A Framework for
Investigating Historical Geographies of Religious Identities and Communities, Pro-
gress in Human Geography 30/1 (2006) 28-43; J. D. DEWSBURY — P. CLOKE, Spiritual
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(1) In which way did the local rulers and the churches of Rome and
Constantinople interact in the regions of “Duklja” and “Raska” from the
11th to the 14th centuries and how is this very interaction mirrored in the
distribution pattern of monuments (i.e. the churches and monasteries) in
this “Sacred Landscape™?

(2) Did the volatile religious affiliation of the local rulers have an
impact on the “Sacred Landscape” and where were Latin or Byzantine
places of worship transformed or superimposed in the course of time?

(3) Can the religious and cultural influence of the Latin and Byzan-
tine (Orthodox) faith be traced through small Latin (i.e. “Western”) as
well as Byzantine and Slavic (i.e. “Eastern”) objects of art, not only in
the aforesaid coastal area, but also in its hinterland and in Italy?

As will be shown below, we will address the first and the second
aforesaid research questions to a certain extent and focus on Prae-
valitana/Praebalis and Doklea/Duklja within the territory of today’s Re-
public of Montenegro as area of research.

Our approach puts a focus on several layers of data, especially to-
ponymy and monuments (i.e. churches and monasteries) in the area of
research, and combines them with the output from the analysis of written
sources. We will illustrate below, in which way the data from our project
database, used for layers and consequently for “distribution maps”, helps
us to discuss existing questions and to address new ones.

The monuments (i.e. churches and monasteries) from the 7th to the
11th centuries are perhaps the most striking examples of the encounter of
the influences of East and West, which can be traced in the territory of
Duklja/Zeta and Raska and which constitute, what we consider, a recog-
nisable “Sacred Landscape”. To this day, the medieval churches and mon-
asteries of the aforesaid territory have been studied by scholars, primarily
art historians, and the results indicate striking and equally important influ-
ences that came from both Constantinople and Thessalonica (i.e. from By-
zantium, the Orthodox East) and from Rome (i.e. from the Latin West).

As part of our scholarly project and respective research, we have
embedded data concerning relevant information of churches and monas-
teries into our project’s database — i.e. the TIB Balkans OpenAtlas Data-
base, which allows us to generate multiple layers of data and create “dis-

Landscapes: Existence, Performance and Immanence, Social and Cultural Geography
10/6 (2009) 695-710; K. KNOTT, The Location of Religion: A Spatial Analysis, Lon-
don 2005; R. STODDARD, Pilgrimage Places and Sacred Geometries, Pilgrimage: Sa-
cred Landscapes and Self-Organized Complexity, New Delhi 2009, 163-177.
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tribution maps” (see below).® This data can be easily and quickly ac-
cessed, enabling a holistic, interpretative framework. The coherent ob-
servance of multiple layers of constantly changing histories proved com-
plex by the recognition of a variability in the creation of Christian identi-
ty on the territory of Duklja. Therefore, our goal is to provide a more
comprehensive view and to present, in which way monuments shaped a
specific and recognisable “Sacred Landscape”, along with the analysis of
toponyms, the influence of the dominant rulers and ruling houses (who
were also important ktetors, i.e. donors), the clergy and noblemen, fol-
lowing the changes in liturgy and church history. Therefore, this complex
area that shows constant fluidity, dynamics and numerous layers of di-
verse influences, which came both from the East and the West, and that
has been constantly changing depending on historical, political, social,
ecclesiastical, economic and other circumstances, is now visible and
traceable with means provided by digital humanities.

In the analysis of material remains of the monuments we must take
into consideration the written sources, the political as well as administra-
tive organisation in the area of research and its cities, the church organi-
sation, local tradition and the toponymy as well as the roads that connect-
ed the “Sacred Landscape”.'° Another key factor is the Christianisation of
the local populace as well as the settlement of population from the territo-
ry of Asia Minor, probably to be dated to the beginning of the 9th centu-
ry.!* The latter transferred the influence of local saints’ cults that took

% For this article, we have extracted, amongst others, data from our TIB Balkans
OpenAtlas Database as well as queried systematically our data sets via the freely ac-
cessible frontend of our project “Maps of Power: Historical Atlas of Places, Bor-
derzones and Migration Dynamics in Byzantium (TIB Balkans)”. https://tib.oecaw.
ac.at/atlas (April, 11, 2023). Our distribution maps for this article were designed on the
basis of these data and layers.

10 C. SFAMENI — A. D’EREDITA — T. KOPRIVICA, The Main Public Buildings of
Doclea. Archival, Archaeological and Architectural Research, The Archeolab Project
in the Doclea Valley, Montenegro (Campaign 2017). Archaeology, Technologies and
Future Perspectives, ed. L. ALBERTI, Archeologia e Calcolatori, Supplemento 11, Fi-
renze 2019, 85-104 (with additional bibliography); T. KopPrivica, Sacral Topography
of Late Antique and Early Christian Docela (Montenegro), Actual Problems of Theory
and History of Art I, Collection of Articles Materials of the International Conference
of Young Specialists, December 1-5 2010, St. Petersburg 2011, 25-32; STEVOVIC,
Praevalis (with additional bibliography).

11 On the migration of Christian population to the West: M. MCCORMICK,
The Imperial Edge. Italo-Byzantine Idenitity, Movement and Integration, A. D. 650—
950, Studies on the Internal Diaspora of the Byzantine Empire, eds. H. AHRWEILER
— A. E. LAlou, Washington, D.C. 1998, 17-52; P. MAGDALINO, Studies on the His-
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root on the territory of the Adriatic coast (e.g. the rise of the cult of St.
Tryphon, whose influence is visible in the Church of St. Tryphon in Ko-
tor,!2 or St. Bacchus, whose relics were transferred to Dubrovnik® or St.
Theodore, whose cult emerged on the Adriatic coast at the beginning of
the 9th century'®), and works of art such as architecture, inscriptions (on

tory and Topography of Byzantine Constantinople, Aldershot — Burlington VT 2007,
IV, 11. Cf. on the Saints of Kotor: V. ZIVKOVIC, Kultovi svetitelja zastitnika od
kuge u Kotoru (XIV-XVI vek), Istorijski casopis 63 (2009) 181-196; EADEM, Kult
svete Klare u Kotoru (XIV-XVI vek), Istorijski zapisi 82/1-2 (2009) 97-107;
EADEM, Semper rogare deum pro anima. Molitve zivih za spas dusa umrlih, Glasovi
i slike. Oblici komunikacije na srednjovekovnom Balkanu (IV-XVI vek), eds. S.
BOJANIN — LJ. MILANOVIC — M. CVETKOVIC, Beograd 2020, 353-380.

12 T. VEDRI§, Martyrs, Relics, and Bishops. Representations of the City in
Dalmatian Translation Legends, Hortus Artium Medievalium 12 (2006) 175-186; M.
CANAK-MEDIC — Z. CUBROVIC, Katedrala Svetog Tripuna u Kotoru. Istorija,
arhitektura, arhitektonska plastika i liturgijski namestaj, Kotor 2010; V. ZIVKOVIC,
Religioznost i umetnost u Kotoru (XVI-XVI vek), Beograd 2010; EADEM, Saint
Tryphon’s Reliquary Casket in Kotor. A Contribution to the Study of the Iconogra-
phy, Zograf 43 (2019) 185-196; D. PRERADOVIC, Bisanzio sull’Adriatico nel IX e X
secolo. Topografia sacra, unpublished PhD Thesis, EPHE and I’Universita degli
studi di Udine, Paris—Udine 2011, 95-96, 132-133; I. STEVOVIC, Rana srednjovi-
zantijska crkva i relikvije svetog Trifuna u Kotoru, Zograf 41 (2017) 37-50. Among
scholars there is a debate on the issue of a certain martyr St. Andrew, whose name is
written on the Kotor ciborium. Ivan Stevovi¢ expressed the opinion that the martyr
in question is St. Andrew Stratelates, who came from Asia Minor, while other schol-
ars believe that he is a local martyr of Kotor. On this issue, see: L. MIRKOVIC, Frag-
menat kivorija u crkvi Svetog Trifuna u Kotoru, Starinar N. S. 2 (1951) 277-279; I.
STEVOVIC, Sveti Andreja u kotorskom natpisu ANDREE SI AD HONOREM SO-
CIORVMQ. MAIOREM, Zograf 27 (1998-1999) 23-32; P. VEZIC — M. LONCAR,
Hoc tigmen. Ciboriji ranoga srednjeg vijeka na tlu Istre i Dalmacije, Zadar 2009,
124-136, 266-267; M. GOGIC, Prilog proucavanju ciborijuma iz sakristije katedrale
Sv. Tripuna posvecenog petrilovrijencima, Istorijski zapisi 90/1-2 (2017) 7-36.

13 J. BELAMARIC, Sveti Vlaho i dubrovacka obitelj svetaca zastitnika, Studije
iz srednjovjekovne i renesansne umjetnosti na Jadranu, €d. J. BELAMARIC, Split
2001, 165-200, pp. 166-167, 169-170; R. F. GYuG, The Dalmatian Martyrs. Leg-
ends and History in Thirteenth Century Dubrovnik, Religion, Text and Society in
Medieval Spain and Northern Europe. Essays in Honor of J. N. Hillgarth, eds. T. E.
BURMAN — M. D. MEYERSON — L. SHoPKow, Papers in Mediaeval Studies 16, To-
ronto 2002, 200-222, pp. 204-205.

14 M. MARKOVIC, O ikonografiji svetih ratnika u isto¢no-hri§¢anskoj umetnosti
1 o predstavama ovih svetitelja u Decanima, Zidno slikarstvo manastira Decana.
Grada i studije, ed. V. J. DJURIC, Beograd 1995, 567-630, pp. 574-578, 582, 594—
597; D. PRERADOVIC, Najraniji pomeni ulcinjske i barske episkopije. Filolosko-
arheoloska beleska, Crkvene studije 13 (2016) 23-35, p. 29 (fn. 63). The presence of
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monuments, fresco paintings, etc.), sculpture and relief decoration,*® fres-
coes (especially the ones with donor portraits showing models of the
churches in question, as we can see on the example of the Church of St.
Archangel Michael in Ston), various objects of art and elements in litur-
gy. Consequently, churches and monasteries changed their dedications
(patrocinia) along with the effect(s) of these changes.*®

Byzantium’s proximity and political domination, following the
process of Christianisation of the populace of Serbian origin, had a dis-
tinguished influence on art and architecture with its artistic influence
coming through its strongholds on the south-eastern coast of the Adriatic
Sea.l” At the same time, the influence of Western European art — embod-
ied in the indicated period as pre-Romanesque art — via the western Adri-
atic coast, i.e. Italy, and also being present prior to the Christianisation of
the Serbian populace, was not less significant.’® The transfer of saints’
relics and the rise of local saints influenced the transformation of the ur-
ban morphology of cities, while absorbing political and church ideologies

the cult of St. Theodore is also evidenced by the lead seal of Constantine Bodin (1081—
1099), with a representation of the Saint on the reverse, and on monumental painting.

153, MAKSIMOVIC, Srpska srednjovekovna skulptura, Novi Sad 1971; M.
ZORNWNA, Ranosrednjovjekovna skulptura na tlu Boke kotorske, unpublished PhD
Thesis, University of Zagreb, Zagreb 2014, 38-43.

16 Istorija Srpskog Naroda 1. Od najstarijih vremena do Maricke bitke
(1371), ed. S. CIRKOVIC, Beograd 1981, 641-663 (G. BABIC-DORDEVIC); V. BABIC,
Freske u crkvi svetog Mihaila u Stonu, Beograd-Trebinje 2014; J. KALIC, Crkvene
prilike u srpskim zemljama do stvaranja arhiepiskopije 1219. godine, Medunarodni
naucni skup Sava Nemanji¢ — Sveti Sava. Istorija i predanje, ed. V. BURIC, Beograd
1979, 27-53; I. KOMATINA, Crkva i drzava u srpskim zemljama od XI do XIII veka,
Beograd 2016; T. KorrIVICA, The Abbey of the Virgin of Ratac — A Significant
Cult Center at the eastern Coast of the Adriatic, Beyond the Adriatic Sea. A Plurality
of Identities and Floating Borders in Visual Culture, ed. S. BRAJOVIC, Novi Sad
2015, 53-77. See also: S. BRAJOVIC, U Bogorodicinom vrtu. Bogorodica i Boka
Kotorska — Barokna poboznost zapadnog hrisé¢anstva, Beograd 2006, 16-17; Sacral
Art of the Serbian Lands in the Middle Ages, eds. D. VoivopIC — D. PoroviC, Byz-
antine Heritage and Serbian Art Il, Belgrade 2016; D. POPOVIC, Riznica spasenja.
Kult relikvija i srpskih svetih u srednjovekovnoj Srbiji, Beograd—Novi Sad 2018; B.
POPOVIC, Srpska srednjovekovna viadarska i viasteoska odeéa, Beograd 2021.

17 Ly. MAKSIMOVIC, Pokrstavanje Srba i Hrvata, ZRVI 35 (1996) 155-174; S.
CIRKOVIC, Srbi u srednjem veku, Beograd 1995, 16-23; M. MARKOVIC, Beginnings
of Artistic Activity in the Serbian Lands (9th—11th Century), Sacral Art of the Ser-
bian Lands in the Middle Ages, eds. D. Voivobpi¢ — D. POPoVIC, Byzantine Heritage
and Serbian Art |1, Belgrade 2016, 147-163, p. 147.

18 5, CURCIC, Architecture in the Balkans. From Diocletian to Siileyman the
Magnificent, New Haven, CT 2010.
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that also had a say in the shaping of different types of edifices. These cit-
ies were connected with roads, which linked and in a certain way trans-
formed as well as shaped the “Sacred Landscape” of the aforesaid area.

Therefore, we need to introduce the evidence on the medieval road
network in the area of research at this point, which we modelled on the
basis of the 3D capture of the Austro-Hungarian Relief Map of Montene-
gro (1916/17). This relief map is an exceptional object of cultural herit-
age, was created in the years 1916/17 during the Austro-Hungarian occu-
pation of Montenegro, covers ca. 282 square metres and is preserved in a
pavilion of the National Museum of Montenegro in Cetinje. We recon-
structed its historical context based on our research of the sources, sec-
ondary literature and old photographs. Then, we captured the entire relief
map digitally in 3D. This digital model was embedded by us as a georef-
erenced orthophoto in our publicly accessible frontend “Maps of Power:
Historical Atlas of Places, Borderzones and Migration Dynamics in By-
zantium (TIB Balkans)”!® (Fig. 1) and serves in this article as a funda-
mental basis for further research of Montenegro in medieval times. The
relief map shows amongst others the road network, hydrography, cover
of vegetation and settlement areas of the time. From the viewpoint of his-
torical geography, the landscape, road network and hydrography are very
instructive, since they document features and an infrastructure, which are
preindustrial and, thus, reflect medieval patterns and the related environ-
ment. We compared the relief’s preindustrial roads with the bibliography
on the medieval road network in the area, as researched by Gavro
Skrivanié. Then, we have drawn lines of these roads based on the ortho-
photo, when the evidence in the relief and the bibliography matched.?°

Thus, we have acquired a consistent picture of the medieval road
network, which enables us to pose the research question on the location
of ecclesiastical monuments and their interdependency with the medieval
road network.

19 https://tib.oeaw.ac.at/atlas (April, 11, 2023).

20 The research on the historical context of the Relief Map of Montenegro in
Cetinje, its creation, the process of its 3D capture and its meaning as well as embed-
ding in our digital applications has been discussed in: M. St. POPOVIC ET AL., On the
Crossroads between East and West. Geocommunicating Medieval Sacred Land-
scapes in Today’s Montenegro. First Project Results, MEMO_quer 4, 2022, doi:
10.25536/2022¢004. Cf. G. SKRIVANIC, Putevi u srednjovekovnoj Srbiji, Beograd
1974, 62-77. See also: D. M. PRERADOVIC, Jadransko more, rute i luke u ranom
srednjem veku prema hagiografskim izvorima, Istorijski zapisi 89/3-4 (2016) 7-34.
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2. The Latin Toponymy in the Area of Research before the
Arrival of the Slavs as preserved in the Serbian Toponymy

The arrival and the settlement of the Slavs in the area of research at
the end of the 6th and the beginning of the 7th century led to a fundamen-
tal change in its political outline, religious organisation, local administra-
tion, settlement pattern and society®*. Since the written sources have been
identified, compared and interpreted over and over again in the secondary
literature, we need to address our aforesaid research questions from dif-
ferent new perspectives. Therefore, we are introducing the research on
the local toponymy, as conducted by the Serbian linguist Aleksandar
Loma, into the discourse in order to expand our capacity of analysis. We
have adopted Loma’s publications and embedded their data into our pro-
ject’s TIB Balkans OpenAtlas Database, which is the prerequisite to gen-
erate new layers of data.

The distribution map (Fig. 2) shows clearly that there are three clus-
ters of Latin toponyms in the area of research, i.e. in today’s Montenegro.

The first cluster is to be found along the shore of the Adriatic Sea
in the south-west of the area of research. Those eight toponyms are from
the north-west along the shore to the south-east as follows:

The toponym “Susc¢epan, Sustjepan” to the north-west of the town
of Herceg Novi derived from the Latin (Dalmatoromanic) toponym of
“Sanctus Stephanus”.?* On the opposite side of Herceg Novi on the pen-
insula of Lustica the toponym “Zanjica, Zanjic” is to be found, which is
based on the Latin (Dalmatoromanic) toponym of “Sanctus Julianus”.?
To the south-east of the Bay of Kotor the mountain of Lovcen is to be
localised. Its name derived from the Latin toponym of “Leusinum”.?* The

2L Cf. amongst others: M. BLAGOJEVIC, Srpske udeone kneZevine, ZRVI 36
(1997) 45-62; J. FERLUGA, Vizantija i postanak najranijih juZznoslovenskih drzava,
ZRVI 11 (1968) 55-66; LJ. MAksiMoVvIC, O hronologiji slovenskih upada na vi-
zantijsku teritoriju krajem sedamdesetih i pocetkom osamdesetih godina VI veka,
ZRVI 8/2 (1964) 263-271; IDEM, Severni llirik u VI veku, ZRVI 19 (1980) 17-57;
M. MIRKOVIC, Villas et domaines dans I’Illyricum central (IVe-VI¢ siécle), ZRVI 35
(1996) 57-76; I. NIKOLAJEVIC, Dve beleske za istoriju Prevalisa, ZRVI 20 (1981) 9-
14; T. ZIVKoVIC, Forging Unity. The South Slavs between East and West, 550—1150,
Belgrade 2008, 7-29.

22 A. LOMA, Rani slojevi hri§é¢anskih toponima na starosprskom tlu, Onomato-
loski prilozi 11 (1990) 1-18, 10; V. PUTANEC, Refleksi starodalmatoromanskog pri-
djeva sanctus u onomastici obalne Hrvatske, Slovo 13 (1963) 137-176, pp. 149-150.

23 A. LOMA, Rani slojevi, 14-15.

2 A, LomA, Okamenjena imena. Prilog poznavanju predslovenskih ostataka
u oronimiji Crne Gore, Nas jezik 31 (1996) 121-132, pp. 124-125, 127.
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mountain top of Osmin (Vrh Osmin, 827 m) is located between the city
of Budva and Lake Skadar. It is mentioned in a letter of the ruler Purad
Crnojevi¢ of Zeta (reigned 1490-1496) in 1494 (na &px Ocunna, cgpx
®cunna). According to Aleksandar Loma, this Serbian toponym derived
from the Latin toponym of “Asamon”.®® The name of the town of
Sutomore, to the north-west of the town of Bar, is based on the Latin
(Dalmatoromanic) toponym of “Santa Maria, Sancta Maria”.?® To the
east of Sutomore lies the mountain “Vrsuta” (1,183 m), whose name de-
rived from “vrh Suta” and, thus, from the Latin toponym of “Sancta Ma-
ria”.?’ Near the western shore of Lake Skadar is an island called “Begka”,
whose name derived from the Latin word of “basilica”.?® Finally, the top-
onym “Sutiel” is preserved to the east of the town of Ulcinj on the river
Bojana. It is based on the Latin toponym of “Sanctus Elias”.?

The second cluster of respective toponyms lies in the north-west of
the area of research and comprises five specimens: To the west of the
town of NikS$i¢ a toponym called “Suntulija” is documented, which de-
rived from the Latin toponym of “Sanctus Elias”.®° In medieval times the
town of Niksi¢ itself was called Onogost. Onogost is based on the Latin
“Anagastum”, which comes from the Germanic personal name “Anegast”
or “Anagast”.3! To the north of Niksi¢ was located the toponym “Sporii”.
It appears in Serbian medieval sources of the 13th century and designates
a mountain range. According to Aleksandar Loma, it might be connected
to the ethnic denomination “Bosporani”, as attested in the work of Proco-
pius of Caesarea.®? Well towards the north of Niksi¢ lies the Durmitor
massif. There, a pastoralist Romanic tribe called “Kri¢ani” lived in the
13th century, whose name derived from the Latin (Dalmatoromanic)

% |BIDEM, 122, 127.

% A, LOMA, Sutelica — toponomasti¢ki tragovi latinskog hri§¢anstva u unu-
trasnjosti prednemanjicke Srbije, Istorijski glasnik 1-2 (1987) 7-28, p. 8; IDEM, Rani
slojevi, 15; V. PUTANEC, Refleksi, 144, 165.

27 A, LOMA, Sutelica, 26.

2 A, LOMA, Rani slojevi, 5, 15.

29 A, LoMmA, Sutelica, 20.

30 |BIDEM, 24.

31 J. KOVACEVIC, BaBoag, Zbornik posveten na Bosko Babié. Mélange Bosko
Babi¢. 1924-1984, Prilep 1986, 119-121, p. 119. A contradiction to this interpreta-
tion in: NOVAKOVIC, Duklja, 77. B. Novakovi¢ argues that Anagastum is the young-
er toponym and was deduced from the older Slavonic Onogost in a process of Lat-
inisation.

32 A. LoMA, Neki slavisticki aspekti srpske etnogeneze. Zbornik Matice
srpske za slavistiku 43 (1993) 105-126, p. 122.
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word for Christians (“Christiani”).>® Finally, a brook called “Sutulija” is
to be found in the village of Stubica. Its name is based on the Latin topo-
nym of “Sanctus Elias”.%*

The third and last cluster may be discerned in the north and north-
east of our area of research. Here, nine relevant toponyms are document-
ed. Three are to be found in and around the town of Pljevlja: To the
south-west of Pljevlja there is the toponym “Zbljevo”, which originates
from the Latin “sub Jove”.®* To the south of Pljevlja lies “Sutelica”,
which derived from the Latin toponym of “Sanctus Elias”.*® The name of
the town of Pljevlja itself comes from the Latin word “Pleva”, which is
documented, amongst others, in the Itinerarium Antonini (3rd century
A.D.) as river and settlement in Dalmatia.®’

A group of six relevant toponyms is located in the vicinity of the
towns of Bijelo Polje and Berane. To the south-east and north-west of
Berane as well as to the west of Bijelo Polje the toponym “Kaludra” is
attested, which is based on the Greek word “kaAdyepog, koroypia” for
“monk, nun” and, according to Aleksandar Loma, was transmitted to the
Slavs by the Latin population in the Balkans.®® On the northern periphery
of Berane the toponym “Sudikova” is to be found, which derived from
the Latin toponym of “Sanctus Jacobus”.*® The toponym “Mojstir” lies to
the north-east of Bijelo Polje and is based on the Latin (Dalmatoromanic)
“monisterium” for “monastery”.*’ Finally, there is a village called “Suti-
van” to the north of Bijelo Polje, whose name is based on the Latin topo-
nym of “Sanctus Joannes”.**

The toponomastic evidence provides us with a very vivid picture of
the zones of influence of the Latin population and language in the area of
research. By regarding the distribution map (Fig. 2), it becomes evident
that there is a significant lacuna in the relevant toponomastic evidence to
the north and especially to the north-east of the city of Podgorica, i.e. in
the central part of today’s Montenegro.

3 A. LomA, Rani slojevi, 15; IDEM, Toponomastika i arheologija. Anticki lo-
kaliteti kod Pljevalja i Prijepolja i moguéi predslovenski ostaci u tamos$njoj
toponimiji, Onomatoloski prilozi 10 (1989) 1-32, pp. 19-22.

3 A, LomA, Sutelica, 24-25.

% A. LomA, Toponomastika i arheologija, 15-19.

% A, LomA, Sutelica, 23.

37 A. LoMA, Toponomastika i arheologija, 14.

38 A. LOMA, Sutelica, 27 (n. 134).

% IBIDEM, 11.

40 IBIDEM, 11-12.

1 IBIDEM.
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It seems that a “missing link” can be perceived between the Adriat-
ic shore and its hinterland. As a consequence, the question arises, wheth-
er other data sets and their patterns of distribution have the capability to
shed light on this matter. Therefore, we will turn to the ecclesiastical or-
ganisation and its monuments (i.e. churches and monasteries) in the area
of research from the 7th century to the year 1054.

3. The Ecclesiastical Organisation in the Area of Research
from the 7th Century to the Year 1054

The period from the 7th century until the late 10th century is unfor-
tunately marked by a significant lack of written sources. This important
gap had been acknowledged especially in the field of linguistics** and
theological studies.*® In order to be able to deal with the research ques-
tion in the given area in the period of Early Middle Ages, the pursuit of
any written data might be still fruitful, but it is rather significant to turn
the focus on the data which can be collected from material monuments
and heritage.

The invasion of the Avars and Slavs had far-reaching consequences
for the entire province of Dalmatia. The archbishopric of Salona (near
today’s Split) still existed after the year 602, but its dissolution most
probably occurred around 612. Consequently, the territory of Dalmatia
was settled by the Slavs, i.e. the Serbs and the Croats, in the first half of
the 7th century.**

The Christianisation of the Serbs took place in the period from the
7th to the 9th centuries. The Byzantine Emperor Constantine VII Porphy-
rogenitus (reigned 913-959) narrates two versions of the events in his De
Administrando Imperio (DAI). The first informs us that the Serbs were
baptised during the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius (reigned
610-641), while the second states that the baptism took place under the
Byzantine Emperor Basil | (reigned 867—886)*°. According to DAI, Hera-

42 H. BIRNBAUM, Aspects of the Slavic Middle Ages and Slavic Renaissance
Culture, American University Studies Series 12, Slavic Languages and Literature 4,
New York 1991.

43 G. PODSKALSKY, Theologische Literatur des Mittelalters in Bulgarien und
Serbien 865-1459, Munchen 2000.

4|, KOMATINA, Crkva i drzava, 44-45.

4 C. PORPHIROGENITUS, De Administrando Imperio [=DAI], CFHB 1, eds.
GY. MORAVSCIK — R. J. H. JENKINS, Washington, DC 19672, 124-126 (Chapter 29,
lines 68—84), 154 (Chapter 32, lines 27-29); Chronographiae quae Theophanis Con-
tinuati nomine fertur Liber quo Vita Basilii imperatoris amplectitur, CFHB 42, ed. I.
SEVCENKO, Berlin-Boston 2011, 188 (Chapter 52, lines 6-14), 194, 196 (Chapter
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clius “brought elders from Rome and baptized them [scil. the Serbs] and
taught them fairly to perform the works of piety and expounded to them
the faith of the Christians”.*® Thus, we have evidence of political influ-
ence by Constantinople and of ecclesiastical influence by Rome in our
area of research in that period of time.*’

The Serbs settled in the regions of Travunija, Zahumlje, Konavle
and Paganija, which are explicitly mentioned as Serbian territories in
DAI,*® whereas Duklja seems not to be connected to the Serbs at first

54, lines 1-29). Cf. also the following secondary literature: M. ANTONOVIC, Evange-
lizacija Srbije u srednjem veku do Sv. Save, Sveti car Konstantin i hriséanstvo.
Medunarodni naucni skup povodom 1700. godisnjice Milanskog edikta, 31. Maj—2.
Jun 2013 I, Ni§ 2013, 565-581; H. DITTEN, Bemerkungen zu den ersten Ansétzen
zur Staatsbildung bei Kroaten und Serben im 7. Jahrhundert, Beitrédge zur byzan-
tinischen Geschichte im 9.—11. Jahrhundert. Akten des Colloquiums ,, Byzanz auf
dem Hohepunkt seiner Macht“, Liblice, 20.—23. September 1977, ed. V. VAVRINEK,
Praha 1978, 441-462; B. FERJANCIC, Dolazak Hrvata i Srba na Balkansko polu-
ostrvo (osvrt na nova tumacenja), ZRVI 35 (1996) 117-154; B. FERJANCIC, Vasilije |
i obnova vizantijske vlasti u IX veku, ZRVI 36 (1997) 9-30; P. KOMATINA, Crkvena
politika Vizantije od kraja ikonoborstva do smarti cara Vasilija 1., Beograd 2014,
261-266; Li. MAKSIMOVIC, Severni Ilirik u VI veku, ZRVI 19 (1980) 17-57; IDEM,
The Christianization of the Serbs and the Croats, The Legacy of Saints Cyrill and
Methodius to Kiev and Moscow. Proceedings of the International Congress on the
Millenium of the Conversion of Rus’ to Christianity, Thessaloniki 26-28 November
1988, ed. A. E. N. TACHIAOS, Thessalonica 1992, 167-184; IDEM, H eOvoyéveon twv
YépBav orov Meoaimva, Adfvo 1994, 9-13 [L1. MAKSIMOVIC, E ethnogenesé ton
Serbon ston Mesaiona, Athéna 1994]; IDEM, Pokr§tavanje Srba i Hrvata, 155-174;
G. PODSKALSKY, Theologische Literatur, 62—64; M. PopovIC, Die Gesandtschaften
des byzantinischen Kaisers Basileios I. zu den Serben, Byzantium, New Peoples,
New Powers: The Byzantino-Slav Contact Zone, from the Ninth to the Fifteenth Cen-
tury, eds. M. KAIMAKAKAMOVA — M. SALOMON — M. SMORAG-ROZYCKA, Byzantina
et Slavica Cracoviensia 5, Cracow 2007, 103-108; G. RADOJICIC, La date de la con-
version des Serbes, Byzantion 22 (1952) 253-256; T. ZIVKOVIC, On the Baptism of
the Serbs and the Croats in the Time of Basil | (867—889), Studia Slavica et et Bal-
canica Petropolitana 1/13 (2013) 35-38.

46 C. PORPHIROGENITUS, DAI, 155.

47 P. KOMATINA, Crkvena politika, 272-283; A. LomA, Sutelica, 21; Lu.
MAKSIMOVIC, Pokrstavanje Srba i Hrvata, 163; M. St. Porovi¢, The Patriarchate
and the Churches of the Balkans, A Companion to the Patriarchate of Constantino-
ple, eds. C. GASTGEBER — E. MITSIOU — J. PREISER-KAPELLER — V. ZERVAN, Brill’s
Companions to the Byzantine World 9, Leiden—Boston 2021, 151-182; Vizantijski
izvori za istoriju naroda Jugoslavije 1, Beograd 1955, 263.

4 1. KOMATINA, Crkva i drzava, 45. On DAI and the Serbs: B. FERJANCIC,
Struktura 30. glave spisa De administrando imperio, ZRVI 18 (1978) 67-80; IDEM,
Dalmacija u spisu De administrando imperio — vrela i putevi saznanja, ZRVI 29-30
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glance, because it is stated: “Moreover, the city of Diocleia, now occu-
pied by the Diocletians, was built by the same emperor Diocletian, for
which reason those of that country have come to be called by the name of
‘Diocletians’.”**® Nevertheless, it has been argued quite recently and con-
vincingly that Duklja was a Serbian territory as well.*

Rome was deprived of the Illyricum most probably in the wake of
the unfolding Iconoclasm by the Byzantine Emperor Leon 11l (reigned
717-741) or his successor Constantine V (reigned 741-775), and it be-
came subordinate to the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Constantino-
ple.3! Still, Rome tried to uphold its ecclesiastical influence, as is attested
for example in the fragments of a letter from Pope John VIII (872-882)
to the Serbian ruler Mutimir in May 873. In this letter the Pope pushed

(1991) 9-22; J. FERLUGA, Vizantijsko carstvo i juznoslovenske drzave od sredine IX
do sredine X veka, ZRVI 13 (1971) 75-107; A. LoMA, Sprachgut, 87-161; LuJ.
MAKSIMOVIC, Struktura 32. glave spisa De administrando imperio, ZRVI 21 (1982)
25-32; B. NovAKOVIC, Karta kao izvor za poglavlja 29-36 spisa De administrando
imperio, Inicijal. Casopis za srednjovekovne studije 1 (2013) 33-48; N. RADOICIC,
Proucavanje spisa Konstantina VII Porfirogenita u srpskoj istoriografiji, ZRVI 6
(1960) 1-14; S. RAIKOVIC, Vizantijska Dalmacija u spisu De administrando imperio
— nove dileme, ZRVI 36 (1997) 221-232; V. STANKOVIC, Idejna nacela Konstantina
Porfirogenita i dalmatinski Romani, ZRVI 38 (1999/2000) 67-86; T. ZIVKOVIC,
Neretljani — primer razmatranja identiteta u ranom srednjem veku, Istorijski casopis
61 (2012) 11-25. An excellent new study on the DAI was published by: P. KOMAT-
INA, Konstantin Porfirogenit i rana istorija Juznih Slovena. Cf. also the Serbian and
German translations with commentaries: Vizantijski izvori za istoriju naroda Jugo-
slavije 11, Beograd 1959, 9-69; K. BELKE — P. SOUSTAL, Die Byzantiner und ihre
Nachbarn. Die de administrando imperio genannte Lehrschrift des Kaisers Konstan-
tinos Porphyrogennetos fiir seinen Sohn Romanos, Byzantinische Geschichtsschrei-
ber 19, Wien 1995, 142-183.

49 C. PORPHIROGENITUS, DAI, 122-123 (Chapter 29, lines 11-14). Cf. on the
authenticity of this account: K. BELKE — P. SOUSTAL, Die Byzantiner und ihre Na-
chbarn, 143 (fn. 268); B. NovAkoVIC, Duklja, 75-86.

0 P, KOMATINA, Identitet Dukljana, 33-46; cf. also: K. BELKE — P. SOUSTAL,
Die Byzantiner und ihre Nachbarn, 143 (fn. 268); A. LOMA, Neki slavisti¢ki aspekti,
109. Duklja was to be renamed Zeta in the course of Serbian medieval history: V.
ALEKSIC — M. KOPRIVICA, Teritorijalni obim episkopija srpske crkve na pocetku
X111 veka, Crkvene studije 16/2 (2019) 57-85, p. 60.

51 M. ANAsTOs, The Transfer of Ilyricum, Calabria and Sicily to the Juris-
diction of the Patriarchate of Constantinople in 732—33, Studi Bizantini e Neoellenici
9 (1957) 14-31; W. BRANDES, Das Schweigen des Liber Pontificalis. Die ,,Enteig-
nung™ der pépstlichen Patrimonien Siziliens und Unteritaliens in den 50er Jahren des
8. Jahrhunderts, Fontes Minores 12 (2014) 97-203, pp. 187-200; . KOMATINA, Cr-
kva i drzava, 47-48.
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the Serbian ruler to follow the example of his ancestors, to overcome un-
canonical developments in his realm and to return under the authority of
the diocese of Pannonia, which had been founded by the see of Saint Pe-
ter the Apostle (“..., ut progenitorum tuorum secutus morem quantum
potes ad Pannonensium reverti studeas diocesin. Et quia illic iam Deo
gratias a sede beati Petri apostoli episcopus ordinatus est, ...”).>

In the wake of the synods of Split between 925 and 928 Pope John
X (914-928) urged the Serbs and the Croats not to use the Slavonic lan-
guage in the liturgy, but to enforce the Latin language.®® The Notitia
episcopatuum Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae no. 10 (after 971) men-
tions the bishopric of Dioclea together with the bishoprics of Antivari,
Scutari, Drivasto, Pulati and Gradac as part of the metropolis of Durazzo
of the Patriarchate of Constantinople.® Following the “Great Schism” of
July 1054 the Serbian lands had begun to feel its first influences on the
level of ecclesiastical division. While its interior part belonged to the
Archbishopric of Bulgaria and since 1019/20 to the Archbishopric of
Ohrid, its coastal regions were attached to the Archbishopric of Ragusa
(Dubrovnik) of the Roman Church.>®

It is necessary, especially with regard to the Latin West, to perceive
medieval secular and ecclesiastical history as an intertwined (interdepend-
ent) narrative and not as a rigid dichotomy. When applied to the medieval
history of Duklja, surely, no historian would contradict this notion per se.

A majority of the scholarly interest in the medieval ecclesiastical
history of Southern Dalmatia has focused on determining the diocesan
territories, the hierarchy of the dioceses and their suffragans and the ec-
clesiastical and political affiliation of the churches. In this research field,
the analysis of papal correspondence with the local Dukljan princes or
clergy has proved to be essential. Due to the limited number of papal let-
ters to Duklja, the analysis may however turn out as an endeavouring

%2 MGH. Epistolarum VII. Epistolae Karolini Aevi V, Berlin 1928, 282 (n°
18). Cf. the analysis in: D. MARITCH, Papstbriefe an serbische Firsten im Mit-
telalter. Kritische Studien, Sremski Karlovci 1933, 1-4. And also: P. KOMATINA,
Crkvena politika, 276-282; A. LoMA, Sutelica, 21; T. ZIVKOVIC, Portreti srpskih
vladara (IX-XII vek), Beograd 2006, 21-29.

53 Codex diplomaticus regni Croatiae, Slavoniae et Dalmatiae |, Monumenta
Historica Slavorum Meridionalium 11, ed. I. KUKULJEVIC-SAKCINSKI, Zagreb 1874,
76-82 (n° 90, 91, 92). Cf. also: D. PRERADOVIC, Najraniji pomeni, 30-31.

% Notitiae episcopatuum Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae, ed. J. Darrouzés,
Paris 1981, 330, n° 10, lines 607-623.

% |, KOMATINA, Crkva i drzava, 82—112.
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struggle, if one is only focused on the basic geographic information about
the ecclesiastical entities. Moreover, due to the strong interest of histori-
cal research in the periods of the later Serbian princes from the Nemanjid
Dynasty of the 12th and the 13th centuries, there are not that many broad
studies on this topic. As Mihailo St. Popovi¢ points out,*® this particular
research gap has been amongst others discerned by Serbian historian Ti-
bor Zivkovi¢, who stressed the pontential for research in the medieval
period before the 12th century in the Balkans.

When addressing the research question about the nature of the ec-
clesiastical structures in our area, it is important not to analyse the
sources in a rigid fashion by only looking for the principal information,
e.g. geographical data. A broader analysis of the context, especially with
regard to the vivid development of the status and nature of the papal
power in the 11th century and its impact on the so-called “Great Schism”
is of great importance in order to apprehend the subsequent ecclesiastical
development in Duklja (later Zeta).

Most of today’s scholars unite at the point to agree that the “Great
Schism” was no one-time event of 1054.>” Dating the first major disputes
and divisions within the church as early as the 4th century AD.% it can be
observed, how several facets of the disagreement (political, theological,
ritual) developed and persevered until the events of the middle of the 11th
century and beyond. Additionally, from the late 10th century until approx-
imately the 12th century, a strong factor of the ecclesiastical development
of the Latin Church was the gradual reformation of the Papacy. The Holy
See sought to establish its primate position within the church, which
brought strong homogenising tendencies. Through several measures, e.g.
celibacy, the Pope sought to establish a “corporate identity”” of the church

% M. St. Porovic, Das Friihe Serbien von den Anfiangen bis zum Ende des
12. Jahrhunderts, Handbuch zur Geschichte Siidosteuropas I. Herrschaft und Politik
in Siidosteuropa von der rémischen Antike bis 1300, eds. F. MITTHOF — P. SCHREIN-
ER — 0. J. SCHMITT, Berlin—Boston 2019, 825-844, p. 828.

57 Cf. for example: A. BAYER, Spaltung der Christenheit. Das sogenannte
Morgenlandische Schisma von 1054, Beihefte zum Archiv fir Kulturgeschichte 53,
Koln 20022; H. CHADWICK, East and West. The Making of a Rift in the Church.
From Apostolic Times until the Council of Florence, New York 2005; A. NICHOLS,
Rome and the Eastern Churches. A Study in Schism, Edinburgh 1992.

%8 Chadwick, who focuses in his research on the Christian schism on the theo-
logical disputes in detail, observes divisions even earlier: “To that split a multitude
of factors, theological and non-theological, have contributed, and the roots can be
discerned as early as the apostolic age.” Cf. H. CHADWICK, East and West, 7.
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and thus elevate it above the secular individuals.®® In the following quote
of Jochen Johrendt and Harald Muller the main agenda of the papal re-
form seems to be well summarised: “Concordare Romane ecclesie war
keine abstrakte Norm, sondern bedeutete konkret, an allen Orten dieselbe
Liturgie zu feiern — die rOmische Glaubensreinheit [=according to the
Roman theology, D.V.] und Ausrichtung auf Rom wurden von den Pap-
sten miteinander verknipft, die Ausrichtung an der rémischen Kirche
sollte durch den Gehorsam ihr gegeniiber gewihrleistet werden.”®°

With regard to the reform movement of the Western Church and
Papacy in the 11th and the 12th centuries, the more Western or Catholic
character of several coastal cities of medieval Duklja — one could argua-
bly call them even “strongholds” of Catholic faith at the outskirts of the
Serbian and Byzantine realms — may be perceived yet from another per-
spective. The struggle of the Papacy for the general acclaim of its aspired
supremacy within Christendom and establishing its new “corporate iden-
tity” throughout the Latin World may or even should serve as the very
context of the conspicuous activity in retaining and reshaping pontifical
faculties in Duklja (11th century) and in subsequent sending of papal em-
bassies (12th century). The Holy See was most certainly not indifferent to
the Latin Church in Duklja, which, though may be perceived as peripher-
ical, was after all due to its exposed location on the frontier with Byzan-
tium one of the ecclesiastical targets of the Papacy. The 11th century saw
some dynamic changes in the ecclesiastical map of the southern Adriatic
Coast with the establishment of two new dioceses (though with some
decades apart) — the diocese of Ragusa (Dubrovnik) (ca. 1000) and that of
Antivari (Bar) (1089). Though the territories under their jurisdictions and
the exact appointment of their suffragans was to become the subject of
long and ongoing disputes, they remained, as Benedikta Zeli¢-Bu¢an
pointed out in 1978, loyal Roman subjects in spite of the “Great Schism”
reaching its peak in the middle of the 11th century: “[...] les deux nou-
vaux [sic!] archevéchés avec tous leurs suffragans [...] aussi apres la rup-
ture definitive de la chrétienté de I’Est et celle de I’Ouest [...] sont restés

59 A. PAPADAKIS, The Christian East and the Rise of the Papacy. The Church
1071-1453 A.D., The Church in History 4, Crestwood 1994.

60 J. JOHRENDT — H. MULLER, Zentrum und Peripherie. Prozesse des Aus-
tausches, der Durchdringung und der Zentralisierung der lateinischen Kirche im
Hochmittelalter, R6misches Zentrum und kirchliche Peripherie. Das universale Pap-
sttum als Bezugspunkt der Kirchen von den Reformpépsten bis zu Innozenz IllI.,
Neue Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Géttingen. Philologisch-
Historische Klasse, Neue Folge 2. Studien zu Papstgeschichten und Papsturkunden,
eds. J. JOHRENDT — H. MULLER, Berlin—-New York 2008, 1-16, pp. 3-4.
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étroitement liés avec 1’Eglise catholique de Rome pendant plusieurs sié-
cles advantage.”® That the events of the mid-11th century should not be
interpreted as a “rupture definitive” is not only, as mentioned above, a
vivid point of discussion in many areas of research of today, but, moreo-
ver, it can be demonstrated more tangibly on the example of medieval
Duklja. In the following section, the question of the reality of coexistence
of the Latin and Orthodox Church is analysed in the larger context of the
struggle for independence of the Dukljan dioceses or churches from Ra-
gusa (Dubrovnik) and Salona/Spalato (Split).

After the poorly documented 7th century, one of the first preserved
testimonies of the subsequent ecclesiastical evolvement is Pope Zachari-
as’ (741-752) charter granting the pallium to the Ragusan archbishop
Andrea from 743, naming the archbishop’s area of influence in his capac-
ity as the new “pastor” as following: “[...] constituit eum [=Andream,
D.V.] pastorem super istam provinciam, ‘in primis Zachulmiae regno et
regno Servulie Tribunieque regno, civitati namque Catarinensi seu Rose
atque Buduanensi, Avarorum (rect. Antivarensi), Liciniatensi (rect. Dul-
cinensi) atque Scodrinensi necnon Drivastensi atque Polatensi cum ec-
clesiis et parochiis eorum’; concedit palleum [...].”%* This charter, alt-
hough being widely alleged as a forgery,®® attests for sure the conscious-
ness of the hegemonial position of Ragusa (Dubrovnik) in the Trebinje-
Duklja region and beyond. At the same time, the archdiocese of Spalato
(Split) seems to have still maintained its central importance for the
somewhat vast ecclesiastical region.

The first major call for independence of the churches in Duklja is
known from the chapters of the much discussed synod held at the “plani-
ties Dalmae” or Duvanjsko polje in 925, which is regarded as spurious by
some scholars.% Here, among other issues, the bishoprics of Ragusa (Du-

61 B. ZELIC-BUCAN, L’écriture cyrillique croate dans les diocéses méridio-
naux de la province ecclésiastique de Split jusqu'au bout du Xlle siecle, Vita religi-
osa morale e sociale ed i concili di Split (Spalato) dei seccoli X—XI. Atti del Sympo-
sium Internazionale di Storia Ecclesiastica. Split, 26—-30 settembre 1978 (Medioevo
e umanesimo, 49), ed. A. G. MATANIC, Padova 1982, 417-442, p. 417.

%2 Dalmatia-Croatia Pontifica. Sive repertorium privilegiorum et litterarum a
romanis pontificibus ante annum MCLXXXXVIIlI Dalmatiae et Croatiae ecclesiis
monasteriis civitatibus singulisque personis concessorum, ed. W. P. KONIGHAUS,
Gottingen 2022, 367.

83 IBIDEM.

8 Cf. T. ZIVKOVIC¢, O takozvanom saboru na Duvanjskom polju. Zbornik za
istoriju BiH 4 (2005) 45-65. Other approaches: L. STEINDORFF, Die Synode auf der
Planities Dalmae. Reichseinteilung und Kirchenorganisation im Bild der Chronik
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brovnik) and Catharo (Kotor), which were perceived as belonging to one
archbishopric, were divided.®® The supreme character of the church of Sa-
lona (Split) over the churches in Duklja (amongst others) must have pre-
vailed though, at least into the first half of the 11th century. Two other
sources, which experts date approximately to 1050,% illuminate the eccle-
siastical events of this time further. Accordingly, a petition of the cities of
Catharo (Kotor), Antivari (Bar), Doclea and Suac (Svac) to release their
bishops from the subjection to the church of Split, because of the dangers
of the journey at sea, was presented to the Pope.®” The individualistic
movement of the bishoprics in Duklja, as recorded in this shipwreck story,
may be in a certain way interpreted also from the viewpoint of historical
geography. Here, it is the danger of the journey to Split that is specified in
the petition of the mentioned cities as the reason for the break from the
metropolitan see. Most probably due to the mountainous region, travelling
by land presented hardships. Moreover, based on the medieval roads in
Duklja as reconstructed by our project and Gavro Skrivani¢ (see above),
there is no specifically dense road network detectable, especially in the
north of Duklja (Fig. 8). In this respect, it is possible to assume that the
landscape factors must have contributed to the inclination to some form of
self-governing or independence for the church in Duklja.

Although the petition had been granted according to various
sources,?® several further papal charters from 1067, 1076 and 1078 testify
that it took approximately another four decades of development for Anti-
vari to be established as a self-standing archbishopric in 1089, becoming

des Priesters von Dioclea, Mitteilungen des Instituts fiir Osterreichische Ges-
chichtsforschung 93 (1985) 279-324; L. WALDMULLER, Die Synoden in Dalmatien,
Kroatien und Ungarn. Von der Volkerwanderung bis zum Ende der Arpaden (1311),
Konziliengeschichte. Reihe A, Darstellungen, Paderborn—Wien 1987.

8 Dalmatia-Croatia Pontificia, 367-367.

% |BIDEM, 432-433.

67 According to the petition, and to the later mentioning of this story in
Thomas the Archdeacon’s “Historia Salonitana”, the bishops of the said cities decid-
ed to travel by ship to a synod in Split. Cf. Historia Salonitanorum atque Spalatino-
rum pontificum / Thomae Archidiaconi Spalatensis. History of the bishops of Salona
and Split / Archdeacon Thomas of Split, Central European Medieval Texts, 4, eds.
O. PERIC — D. KARBIC — M. MATIJEVIC-SOKOL — J. R. SWEENEY, Budapest 2006, 64:
“Factum est autem, ul illis diebus convocarentur omnes suffraganei Dalmatie ad
provincialem synodum, que celebranda erat in ecclesia Spalatensi. Episcopus autem
superioris Dalmatie visum est, quod commodious suum possent iter peragere, Si
omnes uno navigio ducerentur”. The bishops are said to have drowned at a ship-
wreck during a sea storm, cf. Dalmatia-Croatia Pontificia, 432-433.

8 Cf. Historia Salonitarum, 67; Dalmatia-Croatia Pontificia, 432.
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independent from the Ragusan church. In the wake of the archbishopric’s
establishment, as recorded in the papal letters, some features of the
measures of the reformed Papacy are tangible, such as clearing disputes
through application of the canon law and communication with the distant
kingdom through papal legates — the latter representing the direct papal
power on the site. A remarkable case of communication with the prince of
Duklja, Mihahel (Mihailo Vojisavljevi¢) from 9 January 1078 shows, how
the Roman reform measures communicating unity and power of the
church must have “struck” as new or at least not common in the churches
in Duklja. In his response to Mihailo’s petition to entrust the bishop of
Antivari (Bar) with a banner and a pallium, written from the backdrop of
disputes between Ragusa (Dubrovnik) and Spalato (Split), Pope Gregory
VII (1073-1085) declares that the petition must first be proved in compar-
ison with the intelligence gathered by his legate.%® Afterwards he states
that the bishop of Antivari or other suited messengers should be sent to
him, in order to “canonically define justice” in this dispute: “[...] per quos
de lite, quae est inter spaletanum archiepiscopum ac ragusensem, iustitia
possit inquiri ac canonice diffiniri [...]”."

Further, Rome’s claim as the one established church is particularly
palpable in the papal communication with the churches in Duklja. Here,
especially the papal letters from 1067 and 1089, drawn up in relation to
the ecclesiastical issues in Duklja, prove to be insightful. In the letter
from 18 March 1067, Pope Alexander Il (1061-1073) entrusted Petrus,
addressed as “archiepiscopus diocliensis atque antibarensis ecclesiae”,
with authority over the churches of Dioclea, Antivari (Bar), Ecatera (Ko-
tor), Palachium (Balec), Suatinum (Sva¢), Bosonium (Bosnia) and Trib-
unia (Trebinje) according to the archbishop’s petition prior to this letter.
Together with the churches, the letter mentions also: “[...] monasteria
quoque tam Latinorum quam Graecorum siue Sclavorum cures, ut scias
et haec omnia unam ecclesiam esse [...]”.”2 Some 20 years later, the pa-
pal letter by the anti-Pope Clement 111 (1080-1100) from 8 January 1089

% Documenta historiae Chroaticae periodum antiquam illustrantia, Monu-
menta spectantia historiam Slavorum meridionalium, 7, ed. F. RACKI, Zagreb 1877,
211-212: “Cognoscat [...] Petrum apud uos dictum nostrum legatum adhuc ad nos-
tram non aduenisse praesentiam, suas tamen misisse litteras, quae ita a uestris dis-
sonantes existuunt, quod uestram causam seu ragusanae ecclesiae penitus finire
nequiumus”.

0 Documenta historiae Chroaticae, 212.

"1 IBIDEM, 201.

2 |BIDEM.
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addressed to Petrus”, the established archbishop of Dioclea’™, states: “Is-
tas ecclesias’ cum omnibus suis pertinentiis, sicut [praedix]imus, et om-
nia monasteria tam Dalmatinorum quam Graecorum atque Sclauorum
apostolicae auctoritat[is] priuilegio tibi [...]”."® On the one hand, it is
possible to argue that the Holy See sought to widen its power over Duklja
by proclaiming itself as the authority over the monasteries of all Christian
rites (when interpreting “Graecorum atque Sclauorum” as an indication
of non-Roman Christians). At the same time, the Holy See perceived,
with regard to the charter from 1067, all these monasteries as components
of one church, of which the supreme authority, the apostolic authority,
lay in Rome, as communicated also in these papal letters.”” In addition, it
is important to analyse to what extent the recipients of these letters were
influential in the exact formulations of the charter.”® That is, to what ex-
tent there were domestic issues or problems with the cohabitation of the
“Latini, Graeci atque Sclavi” in Duklja, that might have been reported to
Rome. Another possible interpretation is that Rome — maybe without
having the precise image of the actual cohabitation arrangements of the
different churches or denominations, “nationes” respectively — seized the
opportunity to establish itself as the ultimate overlord over all the Chris-
tian denominations in this region and, thus, to react to the ruptures due to

8 The transcription of this text, with additional commentary about the prove-
nience of the original document, in: P. KEHR, Papsturkunden in Rom, Nachrichten
von der Koniglichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen. Philologisch-
historische Klasse, Géttingen 1900, 111-197, pp. 148-149.

4 As stated in the charter by the consignment of the pallium to Petrus of Dio-
clea — cf. P. KEHR, Papsturkunden, 149: “Tibi igitur ad honorem ecclesiae tuae et ad
salutem animae tuae pallium et ecclesiarum regimen [...] nostrum praeceptum con-
cedimus et confirmamus”.

S The charter names the churches of Dioclea, Antivari, Catharo, Polatum
(Pult), Serbia, Bosnia, Tribunia. Cf. P. KEHR, Papsturkunden, 149.

76 |BIDEM.

" Cf. P. KEHR, Papsturkunden, 149: “[...] [sa]lua tamen auctoritate
[a]postolica et Romanae sedis priuilegio [...]”

8 Recent scholarship on the Papal correspondence focusing on and analysing
the recipient’s role in the conception of letters and Papal documents: Rémisches
Zentrum und kirchliche Peripherie. Das universale Papsttum als Bezugspunkt der
Kirchen von den Reformpapsten bis zu Innozenz I11., Neue Abhandlungen der Akad-
emie der Wissenschaften zu Géttingen. Philologisch-Historische Klasse, Neue
Folge, 2. Studien zu Papstgeschichten und Papsturkunden, eds. J. JOHRENDT — H.
MULLER, Berlin-New York 2008; J. WERNER, Papsturkunden vom 9. bis ins 11.
Jahrhundert. Untersuchungen zum Empfangereinfluss auf die &uBere Ur-
kundengestalt, Abhandlungen der Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Géttingen. Neue
Folge 43, Berlin—Boston 2017.
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the “Great Schism” of 1054. The church division might not have been
perceived as such, or at least not so strongly, in the everyday life of the
churches in Duklja though.

The question if the “one church”, strongly advertised by the Holy
See, was binding for the inhabitants of Duklja in order to be regarded as
citizens of the respective kingdom, as in Ahrweiler’s model of Constanti-
nople presented in the beginning of this article, cannot be properly an-
swered from the sources of the 11th century. However, as briefly shown,
other questions and patterns of interpretation are possible. The analysis of
the ecclesiastical development in Duklja in the 11th century presented
here, which takes into consideration the developments of the reformed
Papacy in the West, is only a modest beginning in what could be a broad-
er analysis of the papal interest in this territory. A case study of this kind
would need to be conducted in a critical analytical fashion with regard to
the sources and its editions, with deeper textual analysis (e.g. on the basis
of semiotic diplomatics)’”® and a profound comparative approach (e.g.
with the archbishopric of Bari, whose influence on the Southern Dalma-
tian coast, although already the subject of some larger studies,® should
be researched in a broader way and taken stronger into consideration
when dealing with the church in Duklja). The focus on the recipient’s
influence on the issue and style of the papal letters and charters, which
has been outlined here on some examples, could, if researched more pro-
foundly on the case of the church in Duklja, bring new results in the
questions of the development and character of the “Great Schism” and
enlarge the context of this supposedly minor “peripherical” region of
Duklja within the medieval history of Latin Christianity.

4. The Cultural Interaction in Duklja as Mirrored in the
Ecclesiastical Monuments from the 7th Century
to the Year 1054

The interaction between cities and societies in the coastal area and its
hinterland from the 7th to the 11th century, within the cultural, religious
and intellectual life, followed by cross-cultural connections of different

9 J. WERNER, Papsturkunden, 6-11. Although a modern approach in diplo-
matics, some difficulties might be experienced in its application in the case at hand
due to the poorly preserved original sources in the region discussed here.

8 F. SFoRzA, Bari e Kotor. Un singolare caso di rapporti fra le due sponde
adriatiche, Bari 1975; G. FEDALTO, Sulla dipendenza del vescovado di Cattaro
dall’arcivescovo di Bari nei secoli XI e XII, Rivista di storia della Chiesa in Italia
30 (1976) 73-80.
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societies, is visible through material evidence and indicates continuous cul-
tural transmission. In attempts to answer the questions of the mutual influ-
ences of the East and the West, the monumental architecture as well as
smaller objects of art such as reliquaries, crosses, reliefs, textile, etc. indi-
cate that, while differences were acknowledged, artistic traditions and de-
velopments were shared, proving large networks of social and cultural
transmission. Processes of mutual exchange such as travel, trade, pilgrim-
age, wars or migrations shaped the hinterland in our area of research.
Based on the material findings from Ston as well as written
sources, such as the “Letopis Popa Dukljanina” (“Chronicle of the Priest
of Dioclea”), the ruling dynasty of Vojislavljevi¢ was merited for the
erection of one of the most striking monuments in medieval Duklja — the
church dedicated to St. Archangel Michael. Actually, Prince Stefan Voji-
slav (reigned ca. 1037—1050)8 was probably the donor (ktetor) of what is
today’s modified church built between 1042 and 1050.%2 Based on its
original appearance, as a rectangular, single-nave edifice with three bays
and an altar placed on its eastern end, it is a vivid example of Eastern and
Western influences.®® The church had a belfry on its western side — pre-
served in the foundations and also visible in the monumental frescoes —
and, judging from a severely damaged ktetorial fresco painting with Latin

8 Vizantiski izvori za istoriju naroda Jugoslavije 1II, Beograd 1966, 157, 210.
See also: M. MARKOVIC, Beginnings of Artistic Activity, 153; T. ZIVKOVIC, Portreti
srpskih vladara, 75-86.

82 Gesta regum Sclavorum I-Il, Istorijski institut. Manastir Ostrog. lzvori za
srpsku istoriju 7. Latinski izvori 1, eds. D. KUNCER — T. ZIVKOVIC, Beograd 2009. It
is interesting to note that from the time of Prince Stefan Vojislav onwards, Saints
like St. Archangel Michael, St. Sergius and St. Bacchus or St. George were especial-
ly celebrated among Serbian rulers. Cf. D. PRERADOVIC — LJ. MAKSIMOVIC, Pan-
Christian Saints in Serbian Cult Practice and Art, Sacral Art of the Serbian Lands in
the Middle Ages, Byzantine Heritage and Serbian Art, 11, eds. D. VoivobpiC — D. Po-
POVIC, Belgrade 2016, 103-117, p. 105; D. PRERADOVIC, Le culte et I’iconographie
de ’archange Michel sur le littoral sud-oriental de 1’ Adriatique, entre le I1X®et le XI®
siécle, Les Cabhiers de Saint-Michel de Cuxa 48, 2017, 129-144.

8 Purde Boskovi¢ indicated the possibility of a blind dome, situated in the
middle bay, built probably in the 18th century. Cf. B. BoSKoOVIC, Osvrt na neka pi-
tanja arhitektonskog rjesenja crkvice sv. Mihajla u Stonu, Gunjacin Zbornik. U pov-
odu sedamdesete godine Zivota i Cetrdeset i pete godine znanstvenog rada, Zagreb
1980, 141. We have to accentuate that for this and similar edifices erected at approx-
imately the same period the term pre-Romanesque is often used in the scholarly lit-
erature. In this specific case, we intentionally avoided this term, because it implies
stronger Western influences, while in fact stronger influences came from the East,
that is from Byzantium.
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inscriptions situated in the niche of the western bay, the church had a
dome.®* The dome, as it appears on the fresco, consisted of a low tam-
bour and a pyramidal roof and elated directly from the roof of the church.
Apart from the clear Byzantine style of the ktetorial fresco painting,®® art
historians agree that this edifice represents a clear example of Byzantine
influence that came via Dubrovnik, while the “influence of the ancient
town beneath Mt. Srd is also very likely” 8

This type of single-nave building with a dome — meaning a church
with a basilical, i.e. longitudinal foundation — appears actually in a series
of churches on the eastern Adriatic Coast between Omis§ and Kotor and
on the South Dalmatian islands, such as the churches of St. Thomas in
Kuti near Herceg Novi, St. Peter in Omis, St. John the Baptist in Podaca
near Zaostrog, St. Demetrios in Gabrili and St. George in Ribnica (Pod-
gorica; Fig. 3).8” At the same time, Eastern influences are also detectable,
for example, in the increase of the cult of St. Archangel Michael, which
dates back to Late Antiquity spreading from the East to the West.?® An

8 Also, based on the layout of the floor plan, we can suppose that the church
had a dome: I. TOMAS, Srednjovjekovne jednobrodne crkve s kupolom juzne Dalma-
cije i Boke kotorske, unpublished PhD Thesis, University of Zagreb, Zagreb 2014,
213-214. See also: I. STEVOVIC, Jednobrodne kupolne crkve u Dubrovniku u vreme
vizantijske vlasti, Zograf 31 (1990) 18-30; IDEM, O prvobitnom izgledu i vremenu
izgradnje crkve Sv. Mihaila u Stonu, ZRVI 35 (1996) 175-195; V. KORAC, Prilog
poznavanju jednobrodnih crkava sa kupolom na dubrovatkom podruéju, ZRVI 44/1
(2007) 129-143; T. MARASOVIC, Dalmatia Praeromanica. Ranosrednjovekovno
graditeljstvo u Dalmaciji, Split 2013; V. BABIC, Freske u crkvi Svetog Mihaila u
Stonu, Beograd 2014; |. TOMAS, Nova promisljanja o crkvi Sv. Mihajla u Stonu, Ars
Adriatica 6 (2016) 41-60.

8 V. BABIC, Freske u crkvi Svetog Mihaila u Stonu, 163.

8 T. MARASOVIC, Byzantine Component in the Dalmatian Architecture from
11th to 13th Century, Studenica i vizantijska umetnost oko 1200. godine. Beograd
1988, 455-462, p. 455; |. STEVOVIC, Jednobrodne kupolne crkve u Dubrovniku u
vreme vizantijske vlasti, Zograf 21 (1990) 18-30; M. MARKOVIC, Beginnings of
Artistic Activity, 154-155. From a stylistic and iconographic point of view, the
closest analogies to Ston’s frescoes can be traced in Byzantine paintings of the first
half and/or the middle of the 11th century in the southern Italian region of Apulia: I.
TOMAS, Nova promisljanja, 49-50.

8 M. MARKOVIC, Beginnings of Artistic Activity, 147-163.

8 S, GABELIC, Ciklus arhandela u vizantijskoj umetnosti, Beograd 1991, 20—
30; M. St. PoroVIC, The “Hagiogeography” of Saint Archangel Michael in Byzan-
tine Macedonia and the Kingdom of the Scots (4th—15th Centuries). A Succinct
Comparative Approach for Future Research, Nis i Vizantija XX, Nis, 3-5. jun 2021,
Zbornik radova XX, ed. M. Rakocija, Ni§ 2022, 521-540 (with a comprehensive
bibliography).
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axially placed belfry with a high and wide arched opening and — above
the double cornice — a shallow semi-circular opening (or a niche) appears
also on certain Early Medieval buildings on the coast and in the hinter-
land of the Eastern Adriatic, such as the church in Oslje.®

Apart from the longitudinal monuments, single-nave buildings with
a central ground plan can also be found, but they are not as frequent. In the
writings of the Byzantine Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus the
Church of St. Tryphon in Kotor, completed in 809, is explicitly men-
tioned.” According to archaeological findings, it was a domed church with
a cross-in-square plan and was financed by Andrea Saracenis, a famous
citizen of Kotor, who bought the relics of St. Tryphon from Venetian mer-
chants.®! It had three leaning apses, rectangular on the outside, and semi-
circular on the inside, with a nave divided into nine bays and a dome.* In
the 12th century a new cathedral was built in Romanesque style, but once
again with elements of Byzantine architecture. Certain similarities with the
aforesaid church are to be seen in the Church of St. Thomas in Pranj,
which is only remaining in foundations® and had three conchs. To the cat-
egory of a triconch belongs the Church of St. John in Zaton (Fig. 4), situat-
ed in the vicinity of Bijelo Polje, although we must stress that the question
of the original ground plan of this church as well as the influences, under
which it was erected, have not yet been fully clarified.®*

8 T. MARASOVIC, “Westwerk” u hrvatskoj predromanici, Radanje prvog
hrvatskog kulturnog pejzaza, Zagreb 1996, 215-223.

% C. PORPHIROGENITUS, DAI, 136.

% Based on the preserved material evidence, that is a sarcophagus, the founder
of the original church has been identified with certainty: 1. STEVOVIC, Rana srednjovi-
zantijska crkva i relikvije Svetog Trifuna u Kotoru, Zograf 41 (2017) 37-50, p. 44 (fn.
43). Such private endowments are represented on the Adriatic Coast. It certainly indi-
cates the continuity of the founder’s activity established since ancient times, with the
aim of placing him and his family under the protection of the mentioned Saint. More
on St. Tryphon in Kotor: V. ZIvKovi¢, U susretanju sa kulturom Zapada — umetnost
Pomorja u XIV veku, Sacral Art of the Serbian Lands in the Middle Ages, Byzantine
Heritage and Serbian Art 11, eds. D. VorvoDbIC — D. Popovi¢, Belgrade 2016, 357-366;
V. ZIVKOVIC, Saint Tryphon’s Reliquary Casket, 185-196.

921, STEVOVIC, Rana srednjovizantijska crkva, 37-50.

9% V. KORAC — J. KOVACEVIC, Crkva sv. Tome u Préanju u Boki Kotorskoj,
Zbornik Filozofskog fakulteta XI, Beograd 1970, 107-114; T. MARASOVIC,
Doprinos starokr§¢anskog razdoblja urbanizmu isto¢nojadranskog prostora, Radovi
4 (1989) 221-226; IDEM, “Quincunx” u ranosrednjovjekovnoj arhitekturi Dalmacije,
Starohrvatska prosvjeta 20 (1990) 215-224.

% P, POPOVIC, Dve interesantne osnove nasih srednjovekovnih crkava, Starinar
3-4 (1926/27) 225-227; A. DEROKO, Na svetim vodama Lima, Glasnik Skopskog
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In the area of Duklja three-nave basilicas have also been found. They
represent a characteristic of the Early Christian period, retained their use in
the Middle Ages and developed into what is considered to be a pre-
Romanesque basilica. They were mainly related to the activity and appear-
ance of the Benedictine monastic order in the coastal area of today’s Mon-
tenegro. For example, the Church of St. Peter in Suranj near Kotor was
built between the 9th and the 11th century on the foundations of a former
Late Antique building.®® Similar solutions are visible in other churches,
such as the former Church of St. Theodore in Stari Bar (today’s Church of
St. George, dated to the 12th century)® or the Church of St. Archangel Mi-
chael in Prevlaka in the Bay of Tivat (Fig. 5; Fig. 6a and Fig. 6b).%’

Apart from analysing churches with central or longitudinal ground
plan, with or without dome, one can also investigate the development and
spreading of Saint’s cults by using the TIB Balkans OpenAtlas Data-
base.®® It is not unusual for a church to change its dedication, depending
on various circumstances such as the transfer of relics of different Saints,
personal wishes of a ktetor, etc., thus influencing religious transfor-
mations. Among them we would like to point out the aforesaid Church of

Naucnog Drustva 11 (1932) 121-136; V. KORAC, Izmedu Vizantije i zapada. Oda-
brane studije o arhitekturi, Beograd 1987, 27-28; J. MARTINOVIC, Prolegomena za
problem prvobitne crkve svetog Tripuna u Kotoru, Prilozi povijesti umjetnosti u Dal-
maciji 30 (Split 1990) 5-29; J. NESKOVIC, Crkva sv. Jovana u Zatonu na Limu, Saop-
Stenja 35-36 (2003/2004) 61-77; T. MARASOVIC, Dalmatia Praeromanica, 425-426.

% |. OSTONC, Benediktinci u Hrvatskoj i ostalim nasim krajevima I, Split
1964, 498; P. MuoVIC, Romano-gotska i vizantijska simbioza i kotorska slikarska
skola, Istorija Crne Gore 2/l (Titograd 1970) 281-290; Z. CUBROVIC, Sred-
njovjekovna sakralna arhitektura, Zagovori svetom Tripunu. Blago kotorske biskupi-
je: povodom 1200. obljetnice prijenosa moci svetoga Tripuna u Kotoru: Galerija
Klovicevi dvori (14. prosinca 2009.—14. veljace 2010.), ed. R. ToMIC, Zagreb 2009,
58-69; T. MARASOVIC, Dalmatia Praeromanica, 396-398.

% P. BoSKoVIC, Stari Bar, Beograd 1962; V. KORAC, Graditeljska skola
Pomorja, Beograd 1965; |. PUSIC, Predromanicka umjetnost na tlu Crne Gore, Pod-
gorica 2006; T. MARASOVIC, Dalmatia Praeromanica, 454-458.

9 V. KORAC, Prevlaka u Boki Kotorskoj, Starinar 9-10 (1958/1959) 388-389;
D. JANKOVIC — M. ZIVKOVIC — G. SIMONOVIC — D. CAPIN, Miholjska Prevlaka,
istrazivanje u 1997. godini, Glasnik srpskog arheoloskog drustva 14 (1998) 137-143;
P. MALBASA, Dva crnogorska manastira, Titograd 2003; V. KORAC, Ostaci manastira
Sv. Arhandela Mihaila na Prevlaci, Starinar 51 (2001) 135-170; T. MARASOVIC,
Dalmatia Praeromanica, 407-412; M. ZAGARCANIN, O nekim rezultatima novih
arheoloskih istrazivanja na Prevlaci kod Tivta, Istorijski zapisi 89/3—4 (2016) 45-85.

% We will address this question in a future article, which is to be published in
the Zbornik radova Vizantoloskog instituta (Belgrade).
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St. Theodore in Stari Bar or the Church C in Ratac (Bogorodica Ratacka;
Fig. 7), which was previously dedicated to St. Archangel Michael.*®

By identifying Orthodox or Catholic churches as places, where a
certain Saint was mostly present, with eventual changes which occurred
in time, and areas, which have not been populated and therefore left
without sacred markings, point to advantages of “distribution maps”, thus
proving their effectiveness and meaningfulness.

The above outline demonstrates the ways, in which churches
placed on a map on the territory of Duklja, linked and shaped medieval
societies. Loci of interaction included churches, monasteries, cities, roads
(here sea and land routes), along with private ktetors (from both nobility
and clergy), the spread of cults, etc. Therefore, it seems that the material
evidence can be further used for the revelation of rapid, slow and pro-
tracted shifts visible in multiple aspects of life of a homo medievalis, that
has not always been synchronised with political or doctrinal changes, in
recording long-term changes of the “Sacred Landscape” of Duklja.

5. Synthesis

In our synthesis we need to combine the aforesaid chapters of our ar-
ticle and the presented data in order to address our initial research ques-
tionsstatement that the historical region of Duklja underwent a remarkable
transformation, amongst others also from an ecclesiastical point of view.

Firstly, we have introduced the local toponymy into our analysis
after having embedded relevant data into our TIB Balkans OpenAtlas Da-
tabase, which is our prerequisite to query and compare the respective da-
ta and create “distribution maps”, thus amending the evidence from the
written sources and enriching the restricted view on the relation between
the Latin, Slavonic and Byzantine worlds in Duklja. The toponomastic
evidence shows clearly that the Latin population and language can be
localised in three clusters in the south-west, the north-west and the north-
east of the area of research, but that we can discern a “missing link” be-
tween the coast and its hinterland (as we call it; Fig. 2) to the north and
especially to the north-east of the modern city of Podgorica.

Then we introduced medieval Latin sources in order to illustrate the
relation between Rome and Constantinople in Duklja and developments

% P. BoSkovi¢ — V. KORAC, Ratac, Starinar 7-8 (1956/1957) 39-75; I.
PUSIC, Predromanicka umjetnost, 91, 149-150; J. PRESEL, Ratac 1913, Matica
crnogorska. Arheologija 11/44 (2010) 175-188; T. MARASOVIC, Dalmatia Praero-
manica, 447-449; J. MARTINOVIC, Ranohri§¢anske i preromani¢ke sakralne
gradevine u kotorskoj biskupiji, Istorijski zapisi 89/3-4 (2016) 3544, p. 43.
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within the local church from the 7th century to the year 1054. Here, it be-
comes evident, how the political influence by Byzantium led to a political
orientation of the area of research towards the East. The establishment of
the Archbishopric of Ohrid (1019/20) meant that the interior part of the
former Illyricum came under a strong influence of the Patriarchate of
Constantinople, a process, which had begun in the first half of the 8th
century, when Rome was deprived of the Illyricum in the wake of the un-
folding Iconoclasm by the Byzantine Emperor Leon I11. Still, papal poli-
cy tried to upkeep its claim on a local level, which becomes manifest in
the coastal areas of Duklja and the influence by the Archbishopric of Ra-
gusa (Dubrovnik).

In order to connect this source-based outline on the ecclesiastical
organisation in the area of research from the 7th century to the year 1054,
we again resorted to “distribution maps”, based on relevant data embed-
ded in our TIB Balkans OpenAtlas Database, to discern the pattern of
ecclesiastical monuments (i.e. churches and monasteries) in the area of
research in the aforesaid period. Thus, we have been also able to high-
light, in which way they share Western and Eastern influences in archi-
tecture (Fig. 6a and Fig. 6b). Here, it becomes immediately evident that
the aforesaid “missing link”, as evidenced by the local toponymy, per-
sists. While we can discern a strong cluster of ecclesiastical monuments
in the coastal area of Duklja in the period mentioned, only two of them
are to be found far in the hinterland to the north-east in Zaton and Bijelo
Polje. This fact raises new questions on the connection between the coast
and its hinterland and the respective medieval road network, which we
have reconstructed based on the Austro-Hungarian Relief Map of Monte-
negro (1916/17; see above).

The synthesis and synopsis of all aforesaid data sets and layers en-
ables us to create a joint “distribution map” (Fig. 8), which leads us to the
finding that the described “missing link” remains in the historical region
of Duklja until the year 1054. In addition to the scarcity of ecclesiastical
monuments in the hinterland, a connecting function of the Latin popula-
tion between the coast and the hinterland seems also to be missing in the
north and the north-east. The toponym “Kaludra” (from the Greek word
“kaAdyepog, kaAoypia”) in the north even indicates that we could have
had a strong Eastern influence in this part of Duklja, which remains a
working hypothesis for the time being. Even though the documented ec-
clesiastical monuments are strongly related to the medieval road network
in general, there are still no ritual places between the north-east and the
south-west in the period under research.
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Consequently, we may deduce the following based on the afore-
said: while there has been a rivalry between Rome and Constantinople in
political and ecclesiastical issues in Duklja, on the one hand, when we
take the medieval written sources into account, and a mutual enrichment
in architecture, on the other hand, when we take the respective monu-
ments in situ into consideration, we still cannot discern a clear cut differ-
entiation between East and West in the “Sacred Landscape” of Duklja in
this very period of time. Both East and West are interacting on various
levels, which makes Duklja actually an area “beyond East and West”.

From the viewpoint of space, we witness a “missing link” between
the coastal area and its hinterland, which can neither be bridged by the
written sources, nor by the toponymy, nor by the existing monuments.
This leads us to interpret our evidence in a way that a stronger religious
differentiation between the Latin and Orthodox Churches and a lasting
political homogenisation started to take shape with the Nemanjid Dynas-
ty, especially in the 12th and 13th centuries. So, the subsequent question
arises, where the gateway has opened to connect the coast and the hinter-
land and where the Nemanjid Dynasty started to empower the homogeni-
sation with regard to the medieval road network as outlined above. At
this point a working hypothesis, which will have to be addressed by art
historians in the future, is that the gateway and at the same time “missing
link” could have been the Monastery of Moraca (Fig. 8), which was built
by Stefan, the son of Vukan Nemanji¢ and grandson of Stefan Nemanja,
and foreshadows architectural elements from East and West likewise,
which could have had a huge impact on the entire area of research.
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Hopota Baprosa — bpanka Bpanemesuh — Muxawnino Ct. [Tonosuh

CTABJBAIGE IIPKBE HA MAIIY:
PAHOCPEIIbOBEKOBHE IIPKBEHE CTPYKTYPE
W TEHJIEHIAJE HA TIOJIPYUJY JYKJBE
(VI-XI BEK)

Pe3nme

[ToueTHa mcTpaxuBavka Te3a OBOT paja jecTe Ja je UCTOpPHjCcKa 00-
nmact Jykipe moxuBena m3y3eTHY TpaHchopmanujy, usMely ocranor, u ca
LPKBEHOT CTaHOBUINTA. 3aT0 je, Hajupe, Y aHanu3y ybadeHa JOoKajTHa TOIo-
HHMHja TOIITO Cy pejeBaHTHH noxpaiu yrpahenn y TIB Balkans OpenAtlas
0a3y mojaTaka, ITO je OMO MPEAyCIIOB 32 UCIUTHBAKE U yIopehnBame o-
roBapajyhux momaraka u Kpeupame ,,Mama ITUCTpUOyIuje, anMe cy HaJlo-
rpal)eHa cBeTOYaHCTBA MUCAHUX W3BOpa M 00oraheH orpaHWYeHH IMOTJea Ha
OJHOC JIATWHCKOT, CJIOBEHCKOT M BU3aHTHjcKOT cBeTa y Jykspu. Tononoma-
CTHYKH JTOKA3W jaCHO ITOKa3yjy Ja ce JATHHCKO CTAHOBHUIITBO U j€3UK MOTY
JIOKAJIM30BaTH y TPH KjlacTepa Ha jyrosamnaiay, ceBepo3anany U CeBEpOHUCTO-
Ky MOZpydja UCTPAXKUBAa, AU A3 CE MOXE YOUHUTH U ,,KapuKa Koja HeIo-
ctaje’ m3mely obaine u meHor 3aneha Ha ceBepy ¥ OCeOHO Ha CEBEPOHCTO-
Ky caBpeMeHOT rpazaa [logropune. 3atum Cy yBeleHH CpelH-OBEKOBHH Jia-
TUHCKH HM3BOPH Kako Ou ce wmiycTpoBainu ogHocu Puma m Llapurpana y
Hdyxipu u nemaBamwa yHyTap jJokanne Lpkse ox VII Beka go 1054. rogune.
OBne mocTtaje eBUACHTHO KakKo je MOJUTHYKHM yTHIaj Busantuje moseo 1o
MOJIMTUYKE OpHjeHTanrje 00JacTH UCTPaKMBamba IpemMa UCTOKy. OCHHUBambe
Oxpunacke apxuenuckonuje (1019/20) 3Haumno je na je yHyTpallbH €0
Hekanammer Vnpuka fommao noj jak yruiaj Llapurpancke natpujapmmyje,
mpoliec Koju je 3anoueo y npsoj nonouHu VIII Beka, kaga je Pum ocrao 6e3
Nnupuka y jeky ”KOHOOOPAYKOT IMOKPETa YHjH je HOCHIIAIl OMO BH3aHTH]jCKH
nap Jlas III. Mnak, narcka momuTHKa je HacTojana J1a og0paHu CBOja MpaBa
Ha JIOKaJIHOM HMBOY, IITO ce MaHHU(pecTyje y mpuMopckuM obnactuma Jlyk-
Jbe U yTunajy JyOpoBauke apXuenucKoIyje.

Ha Ou ce oBakaB W3ries LPKBEHE OpraHu3anuje (Kao MITO ra Hpea-
CTaBJba M3BOPHU MaTepHjaj) MOBE3a0 ca MoapydjeM ucrpaxuBama ox VII
Beka a0 1054. roauHe, MOHOBO ce mmpuOerasa ,Mamama IUCTPUOYLHje™,
3aCHOBaHUM Ha peneBaHTHUM nozaanuMa yrpahernum y TIB Balkans OpenA-
tlas 6a3y mogaraka, kako OM ce MOTrao yOounTH oOpasal] IPKBEHUX CIIOMEHH-
Ka (Tj. pKaBa M MaHACTHPA) y OOJNACTH MCTPAKUBamha y HaBEACHOM IEpHU-
ony. Ha Taj HauuH je, Takolhe, Moria ia ce UCTaKHE YMILEHHUIIA ]a OHU JeJie
3aajiHe U UCTOYHE YTHLAje y apXuTekTypH. OaMax je yOUbHBO MOCTOjambe
MOMEHYTE ,,KapHuKe KOja HeA0CTaje*, 0 YeMy CBEJOYHM JIOKaJIHAa TOIOHUMHU]a.
Jlok ce y AyKJbaHCKOM IPUMOD]jy y HaBeJACHOM neproay npumehyje BeIuKu
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0poj IPKBEeHNX CIIOMEHWKa, camMo JIBe Tpal)eBrHE ce Halase Janeko y 3anehy
IpeMa CeBepOHCTOKY, y 3aToHy U bujemom [lospy. OBa unmmeHHIa oTBapa
HOBa TIHTama O MMOBE3aHOCTH NMPHUMOpja W BmeroBor 3aneha u omrosapajyhe
CPEAmOBEKOBHE IyTHE MPEXKE, KOja jeé PEKOHCTpyHCaHa Ha OCHOBY ayCTpo-
yrapcke pesbepre xapre Llpre I'ope 3 1916/1917. ronune. CuHTe3a cBUX
HaBEJeHNX CKYTOBa MOJIaTaKa M CliojeBa oMOTyhmnia je Kpenpame 3ajeTHu-
YKe ,,KapTe AUCTpHOymHje™, mMTO je IOBENO A0 3aKjbydyka Jia ,,Kapuka Koja
HezocTaje” omcTaje y uctopujckoj obmactu Jykipe cBe go 1054. romune.
[Topen mamor 6poja IpKBEeHUX CIIOMEHHKA y 3anel)y, UnHU ce /1a Ha ceBepy U
CEeBEPOUCTOKY HemocTaje moBe3yjyha (yHKIHja JTATHHCKOT CTaHOBHUIITBA
mmel)y mpumopja u 3aneha. Tomonmnm ,,Kaxyapa® (ox rpuke peuu ,,kaAoye-
poc, KoAOYplo') Ha ceBepy, Yak, ykasyje Aa Ou y oBoMm neiy Jykibe morao
MOCTOjaTH CHaXKaH YTHIIA] ca MCTOKA, IITO 3a Cajia OCTaje paJHa XHUIIOTe3a.
Hako cy nOKyMEHTOBaHHM LPKBEHH CIIOMEHHUIM YCKO BE3aHHU 33 CPEIHOBE-
KOBHY ITyTHY MPEXY YOIIIITE, jOII YBEK HeMa OOTOCITy:)KOSHIX MecTa h3Me-
Dy ceBeponcToka u jyrosamnana y HCTpa)KHBaHOM TIEPHOAY.

Ha ocHOBy HaBeneHOT MOXe ce 3aKJbYUHTH ciefehe: mpemaa je n3me-
by Puma u Lapurpazna nocrojano puBajicTBO y NOJUTUYKUM U LPKBEHUM IIH-
TabuMa y JykibH, Kaga ce ¢ jegHe cTpaHe y3My Yy 003Mp CpelmOBEKOBHH
MMCaH! W3BOPH U MelyCOOHM YTHIAjH Y apXUTEKTYPH, a C JPyre JOTUIHH
crioMeHuI In Situ, jomr yBek HHje Moryhe yOuWTH jacHy pas3iuky usmehy
Hcroka n 3anmana y »,CAKPATTHOM niej3axy” Jlykipe oBor pazmobsea. McTok n
3anaj cy y MHHTEPaKIHjH Ha PA3IMYUTHM HUBOMMA, INTO JlyK/bYy 3ampaBo ui-
HU TOJPYYjeM jeTHOr u Jipyror. Ca craHOBHIITa MPOCTOPA, CBEIOLHU CMO
,»Kapruke Koja Hexocraje” n3mely nmpumopja u merosor 3aineha, koja ce He
MO’KE€ INPEMOCTHTH HU NHMCAHUM HM3BOPHMA, HU TOMIOHMMHU)jOM, HU IOCTOje-
hum ciomennnyrma. OBO HaBOOM Ha TyMayewme Ja je jadya pelurujcka aude-
peruyjanuja u3mel)y Jlaruncke u IIpaBocnasue LlpkBe u TpajHa MOIUTHYKA
XOMOTEHH3allMja Tovena fia ce oonukyje ca qmuHactujoM Hemamuha, y XII u
XIII Beky. IlocraBiba ce, maxie, ciefehe nmuTame: T je OTBOpPEHA Kardja
Koja rIOBe3yje obany u 3ane1)e u rje je nuHacTrja Hemamuha modena na oc-
TBapyje XOMOTCHH3ALM]y y OJHOCY HA CPEIHOBEKOBHY IIYTHY MPEXY Kao
IITO je Tope HaBeJCHO. Y 0BOM TPEHYTKY pajiHa XUIIOTe3a, KojoM he ce y Oy-
nyhHocTn Mopaty 0aBUTH MCTOPUYAPH YMETHOCTH, jecTe Ja je Kaluja U uc-
TOBPEMEHO ,,KapHKa Koja HeJjocTaje’ Morao Outu MaHactup Mopada, Koju je
carpaguo Credan, cuna Bykana Hemamuha n yayk Credana Hemame; jep
HaroBeIlTaBa apXUTEKTOHCKE eleMenTe ca Mcroka n 3anana, Koju cy MOTJIH
WMaTy OrpOMaH YTHILIAj Ha YNTaBY 00JIacT HCTPAKHUBAA.

Kibyune peum: panu cpeamu Bek, Joknea//lykiba, reonpocTopHH
KOHILIENTH, KOMYHHUKAIHjCKe PyTe, TONOHMUMHja, BEPCKU M KYJITYpPHU CIIOME-
HUIIM, TarcKa MHCMa, UCTOpUja YMETHOCTH, JUTHTAIHA UCTOPHjCKa reorpa-
¢bwuja, ,,caKpaiHu mej3ax.

Unanak npumibeH: 21. anpuma 2023.
Unanak npuxsahen: 29. jyna 2023.
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